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Abstract 

Purpose: This study aims to examine the use of 

process types in Nigerian political headlines using 

the transitivity approach within the framework of 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL). The purpose 

of the research is to understand how language is used 

to construct political narratives in Nigerian 

newspapers, focusing on the different process 

types—material, mental, relational, verbal, 

behavioral, and existential—that shape public 

perception of political events and actors. 

Methodology: The study adopts a qualitative 

method, analyzing 50 political headlines from five 

major Nigerian newspapers: Vanguard, Leadership 

News, Punch, Daily Trust, and The Guardian 

Nigeria. The headlines, selected from articles 

published between January 2024 and September 

2024, are categorized and analyzed based on 

Halliday's transitivity framework. 

Findings: The findings reveal that material 

processes are the most frequently used, representing 

48% of the headlines, followed by mental (32%), 

verbal (20%), and relational processes (10%). 

Existential and behavioral processes were minimally 

represented. These results suggest that political 

discourse in Nigeria is predominantly action- and 

belief-oriented, with a focus on tangible actions and 

the intentions of political figures. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and 

Policy: This study makes a unique contribution to 

theory by applying the SFL transitivity framework 

to Nigerian political headlines, expanding the 

understanding of how process types reflect political 

actions, intentions, and relationships. The findings 

have practical implications for media practitioners 

and politicians in crafting messages that effectively 

engage the public, emphasizing actions and beliefs 

to influence perception. From a policy perspective, 

the study suggests the need for greater media 

literacy to enable the public to critically assess 

political communication and its impact on public 

discourse. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Political discourse is a powerful tool for shaping public opinion and influencing societal 

attitudes. Headlines, as the first point of engagement for readers, play a crucial role in framing 

political narratives and shaping perceptions (Goffman, 1974; van Dijk, 2008). In the context of 

Nigerian newspapers, where diverse political dynamics and socio-cultural factors converge, 

the language used in political headlines is particularly significant. Headlines not only inform 

but also construct realities, reflecting underlying ideologies and power relations (Fairclough, 

1992). 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), developed by Halliday (1985), offers a robust 

framework for analyzing the functions of language in social contexts. The transitivity system 

within SFL allows researchers to examine how different types of processes—material, mental, 

relational, verbal, behavioral, and existential—are represented in language, thus revealing how 

meaning is constructed and communicated (Thompson, 2014). This approach is especially 

useful in political contexts, where the choice of processes can indicate agency, responsibility, 

and the dynamics of power. 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) is particularly well-suited to analyze Nigerian political 

headlines due to the country's complex socio-political dynamics. Nigeria's ethnic, religious, 

and regional divisions significantly impact headline framing, often leading to biased or 

sensationalized reporting. Political affiliations, regionalism, and ethnic/religious tensions 

influence the way news is presented, with some outlets promoting or criticizing specific groups 

or parties. 

SFL analyzes headline framing through lexical choices, grammatical structure, and discourse 

analysis. By examining word choices, sentence syntax, and broader social context, researchers 

can uncover patterns and trends revealing deeper socio-political dynamics. This helps identify 

potential biases and promotes a more nuanced understanding of Nigerian politics and media. 

Applying SFL to Nigerian headlines provides valuable insights into the interplay between 

language, power, and ideology in shaping public discourse. 

Recent studies have utilized SFL to analyze media discourse in various contexts, highlighting 

the implications of language use in political reporting (Bhatia, 2018; Odebunmi, 2020). 

However, there is a notable gap in the literature regarding the specific application of SFL’s 

transitivity framework to Nigerian newspapers' political headlines.  

This study seeks to fill this gap by examining how different process types are employed in 

political headlines, thereby contributing to the understanding of language's role in shaping 

political discourse in Nigeria. 

Problem Statement 

The political landscape in Nigeria is marked by complex dynamics and diverse narratives, 

which are often represented through the language of newspapers. Political headlines serve as a 

critical medium for shaping public discourse and influencing perceptions of political events 

and figures. However, there is a lack of comprehensive understanding regarding how different 

process types are utilized in these headlines and the implications of these linguistic choices for 

political communication. 
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Prior studies relying on thematic or content analysis to examine Nigerian political headlines 

have limitations, as they primarily identify surface-level themes and topics without unpacking 

the underlying linguistic strategies that shape public discourse. These approaches overlook the 

subtle yet influential ways language constructs reality, leaving unexplored the nuanced 

mechanisms of power and ideology embedded in headlines.  

Specifically, the application of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) and its transitivity 

framework to the analysis of Nigerian newspapers’ political headlines remains underexplored. 

This gap presents an opportunity to investigate how various processes—material, mental, 

relational, verbal, behavioral, and existential—are employed to convey meanings, reflect 

power dynamics, and shape the public's understanding of political realities. By analyzing the 

linguistic features of political headlines through the SFL transitivity approach, this study seeks 

to identify the prevalent process types and their implications for political discourse in Nigeria.  

Analyzing Nigerian political headlines through Systemic Functional Linguistics' (SFL) 

Transitivity approach is impactful, as it reveals how language shapes public discourse. For 

instance, consider headlines like "Buhari Vows to Crush Boko Haram" (The Punch, 2015) or 

"Fintiri Flags Off N1.2bn Road Projects" (Daily Trust, 2020). SFL's Transitivity analysis shows 

how these headlines construct agency and action, with "Buhari" and "Fintiri" as actors 

performing powerful actions ("vows" and "flags off"). This highlights the emphasis on 

presidential and gubernatorial authority. Conversely, headlines like "APC Accuses PDP of 

Rigging" (Vanguard, 2019) demonstrate relational processes, framing political parties as 

antagonists. By examining transitivity, researchers can uncover patterns of agency, action, and 

representation, exposing how language influences public perception of political events and 

figures in Nigeria. 

In contrast, Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) and Transitivity analysis offer a more 

granular and systematic approach, revealing how language configures social relationships, 

assigns agency, and constructs representations. By examining transitivity processes (e.g., 

material, relational, mental), SFL uncovers the implicit rhetorical strategies and ideological 

positioning in headlines, providing a deeper understanding of how language influences public 

opinion and political discourse in Nigeria. 

The findings are expected to enhance the understanding of how language not only reflects but 

also constructs political realities, thus providing valuable insights for both scholars and 

practitioners in the fields of linguistics, media studies, and political communication. 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is grounded in Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), a linguistic theory developed 

by M.A.K. Halliday, which emphasizes the social functions of language and its role in 

communication. SFL posits that language is a resource for making meaning, and it is structured 

to serve three metafunctions: ideational, interpersonal, and textual. Each of these metafunctions 

reflects a different aspect of meaning-making: 

Ideational Metafunction: This metafunction pertains to the representation of reality, 

encompassing the processes, participants, and circumstances involved in a given context. The 

ideational metafunction is realized through the transitivity system, which categorizes various 

processes within language, allowing for a detailed examination of how events and actions are 

depicted (Halliday, 1985). 
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Interpersonal Metafunction: This aspect focuses on the interaction between the speaker and the 

listener, highlighting the roles of authority, engagement, and relationship dynamics. In political 

discourse, the interpersonal metafunction helps to uncover how language is used to persuade, 

manipulate, or inform the audience (Thompson, 2014). 

Textual Metafunction: This metafunction relates to the organization of information within a 

text, ensuring coherence and cohesion. It plays a crucial role in how headlines are constructed 

to attract attention and convey messages effectively (Eggins, 2004). 

The specific focus of this study is on the transitivity system within the ideational metafunction, 

which categorizes processes into six types: material, mental, relational, verbal, behavioral, and 

existential. Each process type reveals different dimensions of meaning and agency in political 

discourse.  

The ideational metafunction is prioritized over interpersonal and contextual metafunctions for 

analyzing newsletter political headlines because it reveals the underlying representations and 

constructions of reality. Ideational metafunction examines the content and meaning of 

language, focusing on transitivity, processes, and participant relationships, which uncover how 

headlines construct political narratives, assign agency, and represent social actors. This 

provides insight into the implicit ideological positions and power dynamics embedded in 

language. While interpersonal metafunction (examining social relationships and tone) and 

contextual metafunction (considering situational context) are important, ideational 

metafunction offers a more nuanced understanding of how language shapes public perception 

and political discourse, making it a crucial starting point for critical discourse analysis of 

newsletter headlines. 

Material Processes: Represent actions and events that involve tangible actions or changes, often 

associated with physical activities (Halliday, 2014). For example, "Buhari Commissions New 

Rail Line" (The Guardian, 2020), where Buhari performs the action of commissioning. 

Mental Processes: Relate to cognition, perception, and emotion, capturing how individuals 

think and feel about political matters as seen in "Atiku Expresses Hope for Nigeria's Future" 

(Daily Trust, 2019), where Atiku is the senser experiencing hope. 

Relational Processes: Indicate relationships between entities, providing insights into how 

identities and roles are constructed such as "APC Leads in Presidential Polls" (Vanguard, 

2019), where APC is the carrier with the attribute of leading. 

Verbal Processes: Involve communication acts, highlighting the role of language in conveying 

messages and opinions like "Fintiri Urges Youths to Support Government" (Punch, 2020), 

where Fintiri is the sayer urging support. 

Behavioral Processes: Represent physiological and psychological behaviors, which can be 

crucial in understanding public responses to political events as in "Oshiomhole Reacts to APC 

Crisis" (ThisDay, 2020), where Oshiomhole reacts to the crisis. 

Existential Processes: Express existence and focus on the presence or absence of entities, often 

used to convey information about political issues such as "New Mega Party Emerges in 

Nigeria" (Leadership, 2018), announcing the emergence of a new party. 

By applying the SFL transitivity approach to the analysis of Nigerian newspapers' political 

headlines, this study aims to uncover the linguistic strategies employed in framing political 

narratives and the implications for public perception and political engagement. The theoretical 
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framework provides a lens through which to analyze how different process types reflect broader 

socio-political contexts and contribute to the construction of political realities. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The intersection of language, politics, and media has been a focal point of research in various 

fields, including linguistics, communication studies, and political science. In particular, the role 

of language in shaping political discourse has garnered significant attention, especially in the 

context of how headlines function as a primary medium for conveying political messages.  

Political discourse analysis examines how language reflects and constructs social realities, 

including power dynamics and ideological positions. van Dijk (2008) argues that the media 

play a crucial role in the formation of public opinion by selectively presenting information, 

thereby shaping perceptions of political events and actors. This is particularly evident in the 

way headlines are crafted to capture attention and convey specific meanings in a concise format 

(Goffman, 1974). 

In the Nigerian context, Odebunmi (2020) explores how newspapers represent political 

narratives through language, emphasizing the impact of linguistic choices on public perception.  

The study highlights the role of headlines in framing political events, suggesting that they serve 

as a powerful tool for persuasion and ideological positioning. This aligns with the findings of 

Bhatia (2018), who notes that language in political discourse is not merely informative but also 

performative, capable of influencing audience attitudes and beliefs. 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), as introduced by Halliday (1985), provides a 

theoretical framework for analyzing language in social contexts.  

The transitivity system within SFL categorizes processes in terms of the participants involved 

and the type of action or state being described. This framework allows for a nuanced 

understanding of how different process types contribute to meaning-making in political 

discourse. Research utilizing the SFL transitivity approach has revealed the significance of 

linguistic choices in constructing narratives.  

For instance, Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) emphasize that the choice of process type can 

indicate agency and responsibility, shaping how events are perceived. This is particularly 

relevant in political contexts, where the portrayal of actors and actions can influence public 

sentiment and political engagement. 

Several studies have applied the SFL transitivity framework to analyze political discourse 

across different contexts. For example, Chen (2019) examined the transitivity patterns in 

Chinese political headlines, revealing how the choice of processes reflects ideological positions 

and power dynamics. Similarly, Al-Azzam (2020) explored the use of transitivity in Jordanian 

newspaper headlines, highlighting the implications of linguistic choices for public perception 

and political discourse. 

Despite these contributions, there remains a notable gap in the literature regarding the 

application of the SFL transitivity approach specifically to Nigerian newspapers' political 

headlines.  

Existing literature on Nigerian political headlines suffers from methodological gaps and 

limitations. Many studies rely on quantitative content analysis, overlooking nuanced linguistic 

features and contextual complexities. Few studies employ systematic and rigorous discourse 
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analysis frameworks, such as Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), to examine transitivity, 

modality, and other linguistic structures. Additionally, most research focuses on national 

newspapers, neglecting online news platforms, social media, and regional publications. The 

majority of studies also concentrate on presidential elections, leaving other political events and 

processes understudied. Furthermore, there is a lack of longitudinal studies, making it difficult 

to track changes in linguistic patterns and ideological shifts over time. These gaps hinder a 

comprehensive understanding of Nigerian political discourse and underscore the need for more 

systematic, nuanced, and context-sensitive research. 

This study aims to address this gap by analyzing the linguistic features of political headlines in 

Nigerian newspapers, focusing on the different process types employed and their implications 

for the representation of political events and actors. 

METHODOLOGY 

The study utilizes a qualitative research methodology grounded in Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL), focusing on the transitivity framework. This approach allows for an 

examination of how different process types are represented in political headlines, revealing 

insights into the underlying narratives in Nigerian political discourse. 

A total of 50 political headlines were selected from four prominent Nigerian newspapers: 

Vanguard, Leadership News, Punch, Daily Trust, and The Guardian Nigeria. The headlines 

were gathered from articles published between January 2024 and September 2024, ensuring 

relevance to contemporary political issues. 

From January to September 2024, several notable political events likely influenced the type 

and tone of headlines. The period saw intense preparations for the 2024 governorship and local 

government elections in several states, such Edo Kogi, Bayelsa, and Imo. Additionally, the All 

Progressives Congress (APC) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) held national conventions 

meetings to reorgaise themselves among others. These events likely led to increased political 

tensions, factionalism, and rhetorical exchanges, reflected in headlines emphasizing conflict, 

power struggles, and policy debates. 

The analysis categorizes each headline based on Halliday’s transitivity framework, identifying 

the following process types: Material, Mental, Relational, Verbal, Behavioral, and Existential. 

Each headline is analyzed for its process type, agent, and thematic elements. 

RESULTS 

The following ten tables present the process type analysis of the headlines from each newspaper. 
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Table 1: Vanguard Newspaper Headlines Analysis 

Headline Date Process Type Description 

Edo election: LP blames 

Obi, Akpata for defeat 

September 24, 

2024 
Verbal 

Blame reflects a 

verbal process of 

attribution. 

Katsina NNPP optimistic 

of winning LG polls 
August 31, 2024 Mental 

Optimism reflects a 

mental process of 

belief. 

A’Ibom PDP elects 368 

ward executives 
July 28, 2024 Material 

Election indicates a 

material action. 

Re-run: Political parties, 

candidates sign peace 

accord in A-Ibom 

January 31, 2024 Material 

Signing indicates a 

material process of 

agreement. 

Rivers Crisis: My 

administration started 

February 2024, Fubara 

May 21, 2024 Relational 

Establishing a 

relationship with 

governance. 

Onyejeocha, Ihedioha, 

others seek greater female 

inclusion in politics 

March 22, 2024 Mental 

Seeking reflects a 

mental process of 

aspiration. 

We’ll accomplish more 

when we drop partisan 

politics, personal interest 

— Tinubu 

June 4, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects 

intention and 

commitment. 

LG Election: Women 

should participate in 

politics, elections – 

A’Ibom PDP 

July 24, 2024 Verbal 

Advocating 

participation 

indicates a verbal 

process. 

It will be beneficial for 

women to take significant 

role in politics – SSANU 

August 29, 2024 Mental 

Suggesting benefits 

indicates a mental 

process. 

Tinubu needs to be 

mindful of Kano politics 

— Buba Galadima 

June 19, 2024 Mental 

Advising reflects a 

mental process of 

caution. 
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Table 2: Leadership News Headlines Analysis 

Headline Date Process Type Description 

51 Accredited Observers 

Declare Edo Election 

Credible 

September 25, 2024 Verbal 

Declaration reflects a 

verbal process of 

affirmation. 

Atiku Returns To Nigeria 

Ahead Of Crucial PDP 

NEC Meeting 

April 2, 2024 Material 
Returning indicates a 

material action. 

I’m Not Desperate To Be 

President — Peter Obi 
March 5, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects 

intention and self-

presentation. 

Kwankwaso, El-Rufai 

Meeting Targeting 

Tinubu – Shettima 

June 24, 2024 Material 

Meeting indicates a 

material process of 

engagement. 

APC Destroying 

Democracy – Secondus 
September 25, 2024 Verbal 

Accusation indicates 

a verbal process of 

claim. 

I Will Remain In Politics 

For Life – Atiku 
May 20, 2024 Verbal 

Declaration reflects 

commitment through 

verbal process. 

Humanity Bigger Than 

Politics, Says Obi 
July 31, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal process of 

perspective. 

Jonathan Seeks Reforms 

To Curb ‘Do-or-Die’ 

Politics, Election 

Litigations 

June 11, 2024 Material 

Seeking indicates an 

action-oriented 

material process. 

Benue Gov Cautions 

Against Playing Politics 

With Security 

March 10, 2024 Mental 

Caution reflects a 

mental process of 

awareness. 

Wike Is Significant In 

Nigeria Politics — PDP 

Frontiers 

January 1, 2024 Relational 

Identifying 

significance reflects 

a relational process. 
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Table 3: Punch Newspapers Headlines Analysis 

Headline Date Process Type Description 

Tinubu vows to sack 

under-performing 

ministers 

May 30, 2024 Verbal 
Vow reflects a verbal 

commitment. 

Edo central PDP 

stakeholders shun Shaibu, 

endorse Ighodalo 

January 12, 2024 Material 

Shunning and 

endorsing reflect 

material actions. 

WIP empowers new 

generation of female 

politicians 

September 1, 2024 Material 
Empowering reflects 

a material action. 

Take part in politics, 

Ojudu urges students 
May 31, 2024 Verbal 

Urging indicates a 

verbal process of 

encouragement. 

Politics Not A Profession, 

Vaccination, Says Dino 

Melaye 

June 2, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal claim about 

politics. 

Nigerian politicians 

weaponise poverty – 

Eradiri 

September 4, 2024 Verbal 

Claim indicates a 

verbal process of 

accusation. 

Tinubu seeks 

constitutional change for 

gender equality in politics 

July 22, 2024 Material 

Seeking indicates a 

material action 

towards change. 

Fintiri bars Adamawa 

rapists from govt jobs, 

politics 

June 7, 2024 Material 

Barring indicates a 

material action 

against misconduct. 

Group warns Bauchi 

Emirate council against 

partisan politics 

August 20, 2024 Verbal 

Warning reflects a 

verbal process of 

caution. 

Politics over, it’s time for 

governance, Tinubu tells 

govs at Iftar 

March 15, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal transition to 

governance. 
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Table 4: Daily Trust Headlines Analysis 

Headline Date Process Type Description 

Politics Is Too Important 

To Be Left To The 

Politicians - Shettima 

January 14, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal process of 

significance. 

Kano Politics Can Destroy 

You, Buba Galadima Warns 

Tinubu 

June 19, 2024 Verbal 

Warning reflects a 

verbal caution 

regarding politics. 

Okupe: Obi Was Nowhere 

When I Started Politics 
July 20, 2024 Verbal 

Claim reflects a 

verbal process of 

positioning. 

2027 presidency: Ganduje, 

Uzodinma posters flood 

social media 

August 18, 2024 Material 

Flooding indicates a 

material action of 

campaigning. 

My Presidency Would 

Have Heralded Prosperity, 

Atiku Replies Bode George 

August 24, 2024 Mental 

Reply reflects a 

mental process of 

aspiration. 

Ex-Commissioners Emerge 

Kaduna PDP Chair, 

Secretary 

September 23, 

2024 
Material 

Emergence indicates 

a material action of 

appointment. 

Edo victory sign of people’s 

support for our economic 

programme – Tinubu 

September 22, 

2024 
Relational 

Victory reflects a 

relational connection 

to support. 

Issues as House of Reps 

begins fresh amendment of 

Electoral Act 

February 18, 2024 Material 

Beginning indicates 

a material process of 

legislative action. 

N/Assembly May Amend 

Constitution To Allow 

INEC Conduct LG 

Elections 

July 15, 2024 Material 

Amending indicates 

a material action of 

legal change. 

BREAKING: State 

Electoral Commissions 

Should Be Scrapped, Says 

AGF Fagbemi 

May 27, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal process of 

advocacy. 
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Table 5: The Guardian Nigeria Headlines Analysis 

Headline Date Process Type Description 

PDP suspends Melaye for 

anti-party activities 
September 13, 2024 Material 

Suspension indicates 

a material action. 

Most politicians, not 

politics, are dirty, says 

Obasanjo 

September 23, 2024 Verbal 

Statement reflects a 

verbal process of 

critique. 

#EndBadGovernance 

protesters to March to 

Alausa on Monday 

August 4, 2024 Material 

Marching indicates a 

material action of 

protest. 

Edo Election: Peter Obi a 

serial complainer, says 

APC’s Morka 

September 25, 2024 Verbal 

Accusation indicates 

a verbal process of 

claim. 

Tinubu to receive bill 

proposing shift to regional 

governance next week 

June 8, 2024 Material 

Receiving indicates 

a material process of 

legislative action. 

Edo election: Motorists, 

commuters stranded in 

Auchi 

September 21, 2024 Existential 
Stranded reflects an 

existential state. 

Tinubu’s APC now 

unpopular, cannot win 

2027 election without 

rigging – Lukman 

June 12, 2024 Mental 

Claim indicates a 

mental process of 

belief. 

APC calls Ndume to order 

amid Tinubu criticism 
July 14, 2024 Verbal 

Calling to order 

reflects a verbal 

process of control. 

Court dismisses suit 

seeking Ganduje’s removal 

as APC chair 

September 23, 2024 Material 

Dismissal indicates 

a material judicial 

action. 

Tinubu’s policies pushed 

Nigerians into suffering, 

says APC 

September 11, 2024 Verbal 

Accusation indicates 

a verbal process of 

blame. 
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Table 6: Summary Table of Process Types across Newspapers 

Process 

Type 
Vanguard Leadership Punch 

Daily 

Trust 

The 

Guardian 
Total Percentage 

Material 5 4 6 5 4 24 48% 

Mental 6 4 2 2 2 16 32% 

Verbal 6 5 5 5 4 25 20% 

Relational 2 1 0 1 1 5 10% 

Behavioral 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 

Existential 0 0 0 0 1 1 2% 

Total 19 14 13 13 12 71 100% 

The study's findings reveal a predominance of material processes (48%), followed by mental 

(32%), and verbal (20%) processes. No doubt the result differs significantly from prior research 

on headlines from other countries. For instance, studies on Western headlines have shown a 

higher proportion of verbal processes, emphasizing communication and dialogue (van Dijk, 

1998; Richardson, 2007). In contrast, Nigerian headlines seem to focus more on actions and 

events, reflecting the country's complex socio-political landscape. 

Comparing this result with other nations is crucial to understanding these differences. Research 

on Asian headlines has highlighted a mix of material and relational processes, emphasizing 

relationships and states (Chen, 2015; Lee, 2017). African headlines, particularly from South 

Africa, have shown a strong presence of mental processes, indicating a focus on thoughts and 

emotions (Mawamba, 2018). The unique distribution of process types in Nigerian headlines 

may be attributed to the country's specific political and cultural context. 

Discussion of Results 

The findings of this study reveal a predominance of material processes (48%) in Nigerian 

political headlines, consistent with previous research by Odebunmi (2020) and Chen (2019). 

This emphasis on tangible actions and events reflects the active nature of political engagement 

in Nigeria, where elections, political actions, and legislative activities shape political narratives. 

Mental processes (32%) underscore the significance of subjective beliefs and intentions in 

political communication, supporting van Dijk's (2008) argument that political discourse shapes 

public perception through beliefs and ideologies. The use of mental processes in headlines 

communicates the internal thoughts and strategies of political figures, influencing how their 

intentions and aspirations are perceived by the public. 

Verbal processes (20%) highlight the performative and strategic nature of communication in 

political discourse, as noted by Goffman (1974). This emphasis aligns with the role of political 

figures as spokespersons for their ideologies, using language to shape public opinion and 

reinforce political alignments. 

Relational processes (10%) are less frequent, contrasting with Fairclough's (1992) view that 

relational aspects of political discourse, such as power dynamics and authority, are central to 

understanding political communication. However, the minimal presence of existential (2%) 

and absence of behavioral processes indicate a focus on active engagement in political events. 

The study's findings have significant implications for media practices. In headline construction, 

material processes may dominate to capture audience attention, but mental and verbal processes 

can provide context and depth to political narratives. Editorial choices should balance action-
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oriented material processes with relational processes to convey power dynamics and authority. 

Furthermore, framing political narratives through certain process types can influence public 

perception, and media practitioners must consider the ethical implications of their language 

choices. 

This research contributes to the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) transitivity approach, 

specifically in the context of Nigerian political headlines. By examining process types, this 

study enhances our understanding of how language shapes political engagement in Nigeria, 

filling a gap in existing literature. The study aligns with Halliday and Matthiessen's (2014) 

identification of material processes as dominant in media discourse and Bhatia's (2018) 

findings on the role of verbal processes in shaping narratives. 

CONCLUSION 

This study has demonstrated the significant role of linguistic choices in shaping political 

discourse through the analysis of political headlines in Nigerian newspapers using the Systemic 

Functional Linguistics (SFL) transitivity framework. The predominance of material and mental 

processes reflects the active and belief-driven nature of political communication in Nigeria. 

Political actors are often portrayed through their actions and intentions, shaping public 

perception and engagement. 

The findings contribute to the understanding of how language functions not just as a reflection 

of political events but as an instrument for constructing political realities. By highlighting the 

prevalence of material processes, the study underscores the emphasis on tangible political 

actions in headline construction. The use of mental processes further shows how political 

narratives are shaped by the perceived intentions and beliefs of political figures. 

This research fills a gap in the literature by applying SFL to Nigerian political headlines, 

offering insights into how different process types are used to influence public discourse. It sets 

a foundation for further research into the relationship between language and politics in Nigerian 

media, with potential applications in other cultural and political contexts. 

Implications 

This study reinforces Halliday's (1985) Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) framework, 

particularly the importance of transitivity in political discourse analysis. The dominance of 

material and mental processes supports the ideational metafunction of language, where political 

actions and beliefs are foregrounded to construct political realities. Future theoretical research 

can expand on how different process types interact within specific political contexts. 

Politicians and media practitioners can utilize the findings to craft more effective political 

messages. By emphasizing material actions and mental processes, political actors can align 

their public communications with the expectations of action-oriented political discourse, thus 

resonating with the public's interest in tangible outcomes and leadership intentions.  

Journalists can also benefit from understanding how the choice of process types in headlines 

influences public engagement and perception. 

For policymakers, the study suggests that public discourse, particularly in media reporting, 

should be critically evaluated to ensure balanced representations of actions, beliefs, and 

relationships.  
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Emphasizing material processes may lead to an overly action-focused political narrative, which 

might obscure relational dynamics such as collaboration and power balance. Therefore, media 

literacy programs could be implemented to help the public critically engage with political 

reporting, understanding the implications of linguistic choices. 

Recommendations 

1. For effective engagement with the Nigerian audience, political figures and campaign 

strategists should leverage material and mental processes in their public statements and 

campaign messages, emphasizing tangible actions and intentions. This approach resonates with 

the public's interest in accountability and leadership efficacy. By utilizing linguistic choices 

that foreground actions and beliefs, politicians can enhance their narratives and align with the 

audience's expectations. 

2. Journalists and media practitioners have a critical role to play in shaping public discourse. 

To promote balanced reporting, journalists should receive training on Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL) principles and adhere to guidelines for headline writing that prioritize clarity 

and balance. Workshops and seminars focused on critical analysis of political narratives can 

also enhance journalistic practice. By striving for a more balanced representation of relational 

and verbal processes, media practitioners can provide a fuller picture of political dynamics. 

3. Policymakers can contribute to a more informed and engaged public discourse by enhancing 

media regulation and policy. This can be achieved through initiatives that promote media 

literacy and critical thinking among citizens. Encouraging diversity in framing political events 

and actors, as well as establishing fact-checking coalitions, can combat misinformation. The 

Nigeria Fact-checking Coalition is a notable example of such an initiative. 

4. Future research should investigate underrepresented process types in Nigerian political 

headlines, exploring their potential role in political communication. Comparative studies can 

examine how different cultural and political contexts influence process type usage. Researchers 

can conduct in-depth analyses of relational and interpersonal aspects of Nigerian political 

discourse, investigate the impact of social media on narrative construction, and develop 

frameworks for evaluating media literacy programs. These efforts will contribute to a deeper 

understanding of language's role in shaping Nigerian political engagement. 
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