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Abstract 

Purpose: The aim of the study was to analyze the 

effect of political stability on international tourism in 

Kenya. 

Methodology: This study adopted a desk 

methodology. A desk study research design is 

commonly known as secondary data collection. This 

is basically collecting data from existing resources 

preferably because of its low cost advantage as 

compared to a field research. Our current study looked 

into already published studies and reports as the data 

was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

Findings: Political stability is essential for 

international tourism in Kenya, as stability fosters a 

sense of safety that attracts foreign visitors. During 

peaceful periods, Kenya sees growth in tourist arrivals 

and revenue, while political unrest, such as the post-

election violence in 2007-2008, results in sharp 

declines as safety concerns deter tourists. Tourism in 

Kenya is highly sensitive to political fluctuations, with 

even minor instability affecting tourist perceptions. To 

sustain and grow its tourism sector, Kenya must 

prioritize political stability through effective 

governance, peaceful elections, and strong conflict 

resolution strategies, which will help build a resilient 

tourism industry. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and 

Policy: Social conflict theory, political economy 

theory & the institutional theory may be used to anchor 

future studies on the effect of political stability on 

international tourism in Kenya. Implementing robust 

governance practices, such as transparency, 

accountability, and anti-corruption measures, will 

enhance the overall tourist experience and foster trust 

among potential visitors. Formulating policies that 

promote good governance and strengthen institutions 

will create a conducive environment for political 

stability.  
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INTRODUCTION 

International tourism plays a significant role in the economies of developed countries, contributing 

to employment and economic growth. For instance, the United States experienced a surge in 

international visitor arrivals, with 79.3 million tourists in 2019, marking a 1.1% increase from the 

previous year (Baker & Al-Ghassani, 2020). However, the COVID-19 pandemic drastically 

affected this trend, leading to an unprecedented decline of 61% in international arrivals in 2020. 

In contrast, Japan has seen a robust recovery in tourism, with 31.9 million international visitors in 

2019, reflecting a 2.2% annual growth (Thompson, 2023). As travel restrictions eased, Japan's 

tourism sector began to bounce back, emphasizing the resilience of the industry in developed 

economies. 

The trends indicate that while developed nations initially faced significant disruptions in tourism 

due to the pandemic, they are gradually recovering as restrictions ease and vaccination rates rise. 

The UK, for instance, reported a gradual recovery, with a 73% increase in international arrivals in 

2022 compared to 2021, reaching approximately 23 million visitors (Smith & Williams, 2019). 

These statistics showcase the importance of international tourism in supporting the economies of 

developed countries, highlighting both the challenges and the potential for recovery in the post-

pandemic era. 

France, which consistently ranks as one of the world's most visited countries, welcomed 

approximately 89 million international visitors in 2019, contributing significantly to its GDP 

(Baker & Al-Ghassani, 2020). However, the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic led to a 75% decline 

in arrivals in 2020, profoundly affecting local businesses reliant on tourism. The recovery has 

begun, with France recording a rebound in 2022, welcoming around 70 million visitors, reflecting 

the country's robust tourism infrastructure and appeal (Thompson, 2023). This rebound highlights 

the sector's critical role in job creation and economic growth in developed nations. Germany also 

exemplifies a developed economy with a significant tourism sector. In 2019, Germany attracted 

over 39 million international visitors, which underscored its status as a key player in the European 

tourism market (Smith & Williams, 2019). The pandemic caused a steep decline of around 80% in 

international arrivals during 2020; however, by 2022, Germany had recovered approximately 50% 

of its pre-pandemic tourism levels, reaching around 20 million international visitors (Thompson, 

2023). This trend illustrates how developed economies are gradually restoring confidence in travel 

while enhancing safety measures to attract international tourists. 

Italy, for example, welcomed approximately 94 million international tourists in 2019, making it 

one of the top destinations globally (Baker & Al-Ghassani, 2020). The sector contributes about 

13% to the country's GDP, showcasing its vital role in the Italian economy. However, the COVID-

19 pandemic severely impacted tourism, resulting in a 61% drop in international arrivals in 2020. 

As restrictions eased, Italy saw a resurgence, welcoming around 58 million visitors in 2022, driven 

by a robust recovery strategy that emphasized safety and cultural experiences (Thompson, 2023). 

Another significant player in international tourism is Canada, which attracted around 22 million 

visitors in 2019 (Smith & Williams, 2019). The tourism sector in Canada contributes 

approximately CAD 105 billion to the economy, highlighting its importance in generating 

employment and economic stability. Like other developed nations, Canada faced a substantial 

decline in international tourism, with arrivals dropping by 87% in 2020 due to the pandemic. 
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However, by 2022, Canada had started to recover, receiving about 16 million international tourists, 

aided by marketing campaigns promoting its natural beauty and diverse culture (Thompson, 2023). 

This recovery illustrates the resilience of the tourism sector in developed economies. 

Developing economies have also been significantly impacted by international tourism, which 

serves as a crucial source of foreign exchange and employment. Countries like Thailand and 

Mexico have relied heavily on tourism, with Thailand receiving 39.8 million international tourists 

in 2019, a 4.2% increase from the previous year (Li & Zhang, 2021). This sector contributed 

approximately 20% to Thailand's GDP, demonstrating its vital role in economic stability. 

However, the pandemic brought about severe restrictions, leading to a 83% decline in international 

arrivals in 2020, which severely affected local economies dependent on tourism. 

In the wake of the pandemic, developing countries have started to strategize on tourism recovery, 

emphasizing safety protocols and sustainability. For instance, Mexico reported a rebound with 

around 35 million international arrivals in 2022, reflecting a recovery of 70% from pre-pandemic 

levels (Chukwu, 2022). This resurgence is crucial as many developing nations are aiming to 

diversify their economies and reduce reliance on a single sector. Thus, the resilience and 

adaptability of tourism in these economies highlight its importance in fostering economic growth 

and development. 

Vietnam and Brazil experiencing substantial growth. Vietnam, for instance, welcomed 18 million 

international visitors in 2019, an increase of 16% from the previous year (Li & Zhang, 2021). The 

tourism sector significantly contributes to the national economy, accounting for about 9% of 

Vietnam's GDP. The COVID-19 pandemic led to a dramatic drop in tourism, with a reported 

decrease of approximately 80% in international arrivals in 2020. However, Vietnam's tourism 

industry has shown resilience, rebounding with approximately 8 million international visitors in 

2022 as travel restrictions eased and the country emphasized domestic tourism initiatives. Brazil 

also represents a developing economy where tourism plays a critical role. In 2019, Brazil recorded 

around 6.5 million international visitors, which contributed to the economy and supported millions 

of jobs (Chukwu, 2022). The pandemic caused significant disruption, leading to a 72% decline in 

arrivals in 2020. However, Brazil is witnessing a gradual recovery, with around 3 million 

international visitors in 2022, as the country repositions itself as a safe destination for travelers, 

showcasing its natural beauty and cultural heritage. 

India and Indonesia showcasing impressive figures. India, known for its rich culture and heritage, 

welcomed around 10 million international tourists in 2019, marking a growth of 3% from the 

previous year (Li & Zhang, 2021). The tourism sector contributes significantly to the national 

economy, accounting for approximately 9.2% of GDP. However, the COVID-19 pandemic 

drastically affected this sector, leading to a decline of 75% in international arrivals in 2020. As the 

country gradually reopened, India recorded around 6 million visitors in 2022, emphasizing safety 

and cultural tourism to attract travelers. Indonesia also plays a crucial role in the developing 

tourism landscape. In 2019, the country received around 16 million international tourists, 

contributing to about 6% of its GDP (Chukwu, 2022). The pandemic caused a severe decline, with 

a reported 83% drop in international arrivals in 2020. However, Indonesia has begun to rebound, 

welcoming approximately 5 million tourists in 2022 as travel restrictions eased and the government 

implemented initiatives to promote domestic tourism and sustainable practices. 
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In Sub-Saharan Africa, tourism is an essential economic driver, providing livelihoods and 

contributing significantly to GDP. In countries such as South Africa and Kenya, tourism played a 

pivotal role prior to the pandemic, with South Africa attracting 10.2 million international visitors 

in 2019, marking a growth of 1.8% from the previous year (Chukwu, 2022). However, the 

pandemic resulted in a drastic decline, with international arrivals dropping by 71% in 2020, 

severely impacting the local economy and employment in the tourism sector. Despite the 

challenges posed by COVID-19, there are signs of recovery in Sub-Saharan Africa's tourism 

industry. In 2022, South Africa saw a resurgence, with around 8 million international visitors, 

showcasing a strong rebound as the country implemented measures to attract tourists safely 

(Thompson, 2023). Similarly, Kenya reported an increase in arrivals, reaching approximately 1.5 
million tourists in 2022, representing a significant recovery from the previous years (Li & Zhang, 

2021). These trends underline the critical importance of international tourism in driving economic 

recovery and promoting sustainable development within Sub-Saharan economies. 

Tanzania and Ghana. Tanzania, renowned for its stunning national parks and wildlife, attracted 

approximately 1.5 million international visitors in 2019, contributing significantly to the country's 

economy (Chukwu, 2022). The pandemic led to a stark decline, with a reduction of about 75% in 

arrivals in 2020. However, in 2022, Tanzania saw a resurgence in tourism, welcoming around 1.2 

million international visitors, aided by successful marketing campaigns and improved health 

measures to ensure traveler safety. Ghana is also making strides in developing its tourism sector. 

In 2019, Ghana attracted around 1.1 million international visitors, driven by its rich history and 

cultural heritage (Li & Zhang, 2021). The COVID-19 pandemic caused a significant drop in 

arrivals, with the country reporting a decline of 70% in 2020. Nonetheless, Ghana has begun to 

recover, with around 700,000 international visitors in 2022, as the government promotes tourism 

initiatives such as the Year of Return, which attracted African diasporas to explore their heritage 

and roots in the country. 

Namibia and Botswana. Namibia, known for its unique landscapes and wildlife, attracted around 

1.5 million international visitors in 2019, contributing significantly to its economy (Chukwu, 

2022). The tourism sector plays a crucial role, accounting for approximately 14% of Namibia's 

GDP. The pandemic caused a sharp decline, with international arrivals dropping by 85% in 2020. 

Nonetheless, Namibia's tourism sector is on the path to recovery, with around 700,000 visitors 

recorded in 2022, as the country emphasizes eco-tourism and sustainable practices. Botswana is 

another Sub-Saharan country where tourism is a vital economic driver. In 2019, Botswana 

welcomed approximately 2.6 million international tourists, with tourism accounting for about 9% 

of its GDP (Li & Zhang, 2021). The pandemic significantly impacted the sector, with a reported 

70% decline in international arrivals in 2020. However, Botswana has been focusing on attracting 

eco-tourists and promoting its wildlife experiences, leading to an increase to approximately 1 

million visitors in 2022 as travel resumed and demand for unique travel experiences grew. 

Political stability is a multifaceted concept that encompasses the durability of a government, the 

absence of violence or civil unrest, and the overall effectiveness of political institutions. It is often 

measured by the degree to which a country maintains order, the extent of citizen participation in 

political processes, and the level of public trust in governance (Lutz & Lutz, 2021). Political 

stability is crucial for economic development, as it fosters an environment conducive to investment 

and tourism. Countries that exhibit high political stability tend to attract more international tourists, 
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as travelers seek destinations that offer safety and predictability. Conversely, political instability 

can deter tourists and negatively impact the tourism industry, leading to significant economic 

repercussions (Feng & Ceng, 2020). 

Four key dimensions of political stability that influence international tourism numbers include 

effective governance, security and safety, socio-economic conditions, and public trust in 

institutions. Effective governance ensures that policies are implemented efficiently and 

transparently, which can enhance the tourism experience and attract visitors (Hossain & Uddin, 

2020). Security and safety, including low crime rates and political violence, are paramount for 

tourists when selecting destinations, as travelers prioritize their well-being (Feng & Ceng, 2020). 

Positive socio-economic conditions, such as economic growth and infrastructure development, 
contribute to a favorable environment for tourism, while high levels of public trust in institutions 

promote stability and encourage travel. Therefore, the interplay between political stability and 

tourism underscores the need for governments to prioritize governance and socio-economic 

development to enhance their attractiveness as tourist destinations. 

Problem Statement 

The interplay between political stability and international tourism in Kenya has significant 

implications for the country's economic development and social welfare. Despite Kenya's rich 

cultural heritage and diverse landscapes that position it as a prime tourist destination, the persistent 

challenges of political instability, including electoral violence and corruption, have led to 

fluctuations in tourist arrivals and revenue generation (Owino & Chui, 2021). Recent data indicates 

that political unrest has contributed to a decline in international tourism numbers, particularly 

during election years, thereby exacerbating economic vulnerabilities in communities that depend 

heavily on tourism-related activities (Feng & Ceng, 2020). Furthermore, the ongoing effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic have intensified the need for a stable political environment to restore traveler 

confidence and revitalize the tourism sector (Mugambi, 2022). Understanding the dynamics of 

political stability is crucial for formulating strategies that enhance Kenya's attractiveness as a 

tourist destination and ensure sustainable economic growth. 

Theoretical Framework 

Social Conflict Theory 

Originating from the works of Karl Marx, Social Conflict Theory emphasizes the role of social 

and political power struggles in shaping societal structures and behaviors. This theory posits that 

political instability, characterized by conflict and unrest, can adversely affect economic sectors, 

including tourism (Gonzalez & Rodriguez, 2020). In the context of Kenya, the theory is relevant 

as it highlights how political tensions and conflicts can deter tourists from visiting, ultimately 

impacting the economic benefits that tourism brings to local communities. Understanding these 

dynamics can aid in developing strategies to mitigate the effects of political instability on tourism. 

Political Economy Theory 

Developed by scholars like David Held, Political Economy Theory explores the relationship 

between politics and economic practices, focusing on how political systems and governance affect 

economic outcomes. This theory is pertinent to the study of tourism in Kenya, as it underscores 

the importance of stable political environments for fostering economic growth and attracting 
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international tourists (Hossain & Uddin, 2022). Political stability encourages investment in 

tourism infrastructure, thereby enhancing the overall tourist experience and contributing to 

economic resilience. 

The Institutional Theory 

Proposed by scholars such as Douglass North, Institutional Theory posits that institutions (formal 

and informal rules) significantly influence economic behavior and outcomes. In Kenya, strong 

political institutions are essential for ensuring stability, which in turn fosters a conducive 

environment for tourism development (Karanja & Ndung’u, 2021). This theory is relevant as it 

highlights the importance of effective governance, transparency, and public trust in institutions to 

attract international tourists and promote sustainable tourism growth. 

Empirical Review 

Owino & Chui (2021) investigated into how political stability influences tourism growth in Kenya, 

focusing on the relationship between governance and tourist perceptions. Utilizing a mixed-

methods approach, they surveyed 300 tourists across various regions and conducted in-depth 

interviews with key industry stakeholders, including hotel managers, travel agents, and 

government officials. The findings revealed that political instability significantly deters tourists, 

particularly during election periods characterized by violence and civil unrest. Tourists expressed 

deep concerns about their safety and the potential for disturbances, which led to decreased 

bookings and a reluctance to travel to the region. Moreover, the study highlighted how negative 

media coverage of political violence further exacerbated these fears, deterring potential visitors 

from choosing Kenya as a travel destination. The authors recommended implementing 

peacebuilding initiatives and strengthening community engagement efforts to enhance political 

stability and promote tourism. They emphasized that fostering a stable political environment is 

essential for attracting tourists and sustaining the tourism industry in Kenya over the long term. 

Mugambi (2022) analyzed the compounded effects of COVID-19 and political stability on tourism 

in Kenya, particularly focusing on how these elements interact to shape tourist behaviors and 

perceptions. The study employed quantitative data from tourism statistics and government reports, 

assessing the impact of these variables over time through a longitudinal approach. Results showed 

that the pandemic exacerbated the negative impact of political instability on tourist arrivals, 

revealing a troubling trend where health crises and political unrest mutually reinforce each other 

to deter potential visitors. This dual effect resulted in significant declines in international tourist 

arrivals, affecting local economies reliant on tourism revenue. The study concluded that enhancing 

safety measures, promoting transparent communication during crises, and maintaining political 

stability are essential for rebuilding traveler confidence. Furthermore, it suggested that the Kenyan 

government should prioritize developing a crisis management framework that effectively 

addresses both health and political challenges to revitalize tourism. This research underscores the 

interconnectedness of health, politics, and tourism dynamics, emphasizing the need for 

comprehensive strategies to support the industry. 

Feng & Ceng (2020) examined the relationship between political stability and tourism demand 

across various countries, including Kenya, to better understand broader trends in tourism 

economics. They employed a robust panel data analysis methodology, assessing tourism trends in 

relation to political events, stability indicators, and economic conditions over a significant period. 
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The study found a strong correlation between political stability and increased tourism numbers in 

Kenya, suggesting that stable political environments attract more visitors while periods of unrest 

lead to notable declines in tourism. This correlation was evident in the fluctuations of tourist 

arrivals, especially during election cycles and instances of civil unrest, illustrating the profound 

impact of political conditions on the tourism sector. The authors recommended that the Kenyan 

government implement targeted policies that promote political stability, as these measures would 

not only enhance the safety of the environment but also significantly boost tourism revenue and 

improve the country’s image as a safe travel destination. The findings stress the importance of 

political governance in shaping economic outcomes in the tourism sector. 

Karanja & Ndung’u (2021) focused on the institutional factors influencing tourism development 
in Kenya, emphasizing the essential role of governance and political stability in shaping the 

tourism landscape. Through qualitative interviews with policymakers, tourism operators, and local 

stakeholders, they identified that weak institutions significantly undermine political stability and 

consequently tourism growth. Their research highlighted that areas with strong governance 

structures tend to experience higher tourist satisfaction and repeat visits, while regions marked by 

corruption and political mismanagement see declines in tourist arrivals and revenue. The study 

recommended strengthening institutions, enhancing transparency, and promoting accountability to 

create a conducive atmosphere for tourism development. Additionally, it emphasized the need for 

public-private partnerships to foster collaboration between the government and the tourism sector, 

ensuring that development initiatives are well-aligned with both local community needs and tourist 

expectations. By focusing on institutional capacity building, the study suggests that Kenya can 

enhance its attractiveness as a destination and increase the positive impacts of tourism on local 

communities. 

Gonzalez & Rodriguez (2020) investigated the impact of social conflict on tourism in Kenya 

through a detailed case study approach, analyzing regions that have experienced varying levels of 

conflict and their corresponding tourism trends over several years. They focused on areas affected 

by ethnic tensions and political violence, examining how these conflicts influenced tourist 

perceptions and behavior. The findings revealed that regions with higher levels of conflict saw 

significant declines in tourist arrivals and revenue, leading to increased economic hardships for 

local communities reliant on tourism. The study emphasized that effective conflict resolution 

strategies and community engagement are necessary to mitigate tourism losses and rebuild trust 

with potential visitors. They recommended the development of programs that promote peace and 

stability in tourist regions, suggesting that a focus on community-based tourism could enhance 

resilience and attract more visitors. The authors argued that fostering social cohesion and 

addressing underlying grievances can create a more stable environment conducive to tourism 

growth. This research highlights the importance of addressing social issues as a pathway to 

ensuring sustainable tourism growth in conflict-prone areas. 

Ali & Mzava (2021) studied how political events impact tourist perceptions and behavior in Kenya, 

particularly focusing on the ways in which external perceptions of political stability influence 

travel decisions. They conducted a comprehensive survey of 400 tourists before and after a major 

election, analyzing changes in travel plans and perceptions of safety and risk. Results showed a 

marked decrease in tourist satisfaction and a reluctance to return due to political unrest and 

uncertainty surrounding the elections. Tourists reported feeling anxious about potential violence 

http://www.iprjb.org/


International Journal of Modern Hospitality and Tourism 

ISSN 2789-5076 (Online)    

Vol.4, Issue 2, No.3, pp 27 - 38, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                  www.iprjb.org 

34 
 

and expressed concerns regarding their safety, significantly affecting their overall travel 

experience. The study highlighted the importance of stable political conditions in maintaining 

positive tourist experiences, revealing that political events significantly influence tourists' 

willingness to travel to Kenya. The authors suggested enhancing crisis management strategies and 

public relations efforts to improve tourist confidence in times of political change, emphasizing the 

need for proactive measures to assure safety and stability. This research underscores the direct link 

between political events and tourism dynamics, advocating for government interventions that 

prioritize political stability to enhance the sector's resilience. 

Wangari & Muriuki (2023) examined the role of tourism in promoting peace and political stability 

in Kenya, emphasizing the potential of the tourism sector to foster community cohesion and 
mitigate conflict. They employed qualitative methods, interviewing community leaders, tourism 

stakeholders, and local residents about their experiences and perspectives on the intersection of 

tourism and political stability. The study found that when managed effectively, tourism can 

promote community cohesion and contribute to political stability, particularly in regions where 

communities are actively involved in tourism planning and execution. This involvement helps to 

address local grievances and enhance mutual understanding among diverse groups. The authors 

recommended promoting community-based tourism initiatives that enhance local participation in 

the tourism sector and improve relationships among communities, suggesting that a collaborative 

approach can lead to greater peace and stability. Their findings indicate that sustainable tourism 

development could be a powerful tool for enhancing peace and stability in politically sensitive 

areas, ultimately contributing to economic resilience. By leveraging the positive impacts of 

tourism, Kenya can create an environment where both tourists and local communities thrive 

together. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted a desk methodology. A desk study research design is commonly known as 

secondary data collection. This is basically collecting data from existing resources preferably 

because of its low-cost advantage as compared to field research. Our current study looked into 

already published studies and reports as the data was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

FINDINGS 

The results were analyzed into various research gap categories that is conceptual, contextual and 

methodological gaps 

Conceptual Gaps: While existing studies such as those by Owino & Chui (2021) and Mugambi 

(2022) have explored the relationship between political stability and tourism, there is a need for a 

more nuanced understanding of the underlying mechanisms through which political stability 

affects tourist behavior and perceptions. Specifically, the influence of various dimensions of 

political stability (e.g., governance quality, civil rights, and rule of law) on different segments of 

the tourism market (such as adventure tourism versus cultural tourism) remains underexplored. 

Moreover, the impact of political communication and media representation on tourist perceptions 

during periods of instability is not adequately addressed in the current literature. This presents an 

opportunity to develop a comprehensive framework that considers these multiple dimensions and 

their interactions. 
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Contextual Gaps: The current body of research often focuses on the immediate effects of political 

stability or instability during election periods or specific crises, as seen in the works of Gonzalez 

& Rodriguez (2020) and Ali & Mzava (2021). However, there is a lack of longitudinal studies that 

examine how long-term political stability trends influence tourism over extended periods, 

especially in the context of Kenya’s unique socio-political landscape. Additionally, there is a need 

for more empirical studies that analyze the role of local governance and community involvement 

in promoting political stability and how these factors contribute to tourism resilience. 

Understanding the local context, including socio-economic dynamics and cultural factors, is 

essential for developing effective tourism policies and strategies. 

Geographical Gaps: Most studies have concentrated on specific regions within Kenya or have 
taken a national perspective without accounting for regional disparities in political stability and 

tourism dynamics. As seen in Karanja & Ndung’u (2021), the impact of political institutions can 

vary significantly across different regions. Therefore, there is a research gap regarding the 

geographical variations in political stability and their consequent effects on tourism in diverse local 

contexts within Kenya. Future research could benefit from a comparative analysis of different 

regions in Kenya to identify unique challenges and opportunities related to tourism and political 

stability. This could involve examining regions with varying levels of conflict, governance, and 

tourism infrastructure to provide more tailored recommendations for policy and practice. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

The effect of political stability on international tourism in Kenya is a multifaceted and critical issue 

that significantly impacts the country's economic development and social dynamics. As evidenced 

by various empirical studies, political stability serves as a key determinant in shaping tourists' 

perceptions and travel decisions, with instability often leading to decreased tourist arrivals and 

revenue. The interplay between political events, governance quality, and societal safety creates an 

intricate landscape where the tourism sector can thrive or suffer based on the prevailing political 

climate. 

In Kenya, the findings indicate that effective governance, community engagement, and proactive 

crisis management are essential for fostering a stable environment conducive to tourism growth. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further underscored the need for a resilient tourism strategy that 

addresses both health crises and political challenges. By implementing comprehensive policies 

that prioritize political stability and enhance the safety and satisfaction of tourists, Kenya can 

bolster its attractiveness as a destination. Ultimately, addressing the interconnected issues of 

political stability and tourism will not only support the recovery of the tourism sector but also 

contribute to sustainable economic development and social cohesion in the country. As Kenya 

navigates its political landscape, the promotion of peace and stability should remain a priority to 

ensure a prosperous future for its tourism industry and the communities that depend on it. 

Recommendations 

Theory 

Strengthening governance structures can contribute to the development of theories related to 

political economy and institutional frameworks in tourism. A focus on governance will enable 
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researchers to explore the impact of effective institutions on tourism development 

comprehensively. The integration of peacebuilding concepts into tourism theory can help establish 

a framework for understanding the role of tourism in conflict resolution and community cohesion.  

Integrating crisis management theories into tourism studies will help researchers understand the 

dynamics between political stability, crises, and tourism resilience. 

Practice 

Implementing robust governance practices, such as transparency, accountability, and anti-

corruption measures, will enhance the overall tourist experience and foster trust among potential 

visitors. Training local authorities and tourism stakeholders in best practices will ensure that 

tourism development aligns with community needs. Developing community-based tourism 
programs that involve local residents in planning and executing tourism initiatives will help foster 

a sense of ownership and collaboration. These programs can be designed to address local 

grievances and promote dialogue among diverse groups, enhancing social cohesion. Establishing 

clear communication strategies during political unrest or health crises is vital for maintaining 

tourist confidence. Training tourism stakeholders in crisis management and effective 

communication can help mitigate negative perceptions and ensure a coordinated response. 

Policy 

Formulating policies that promote good governance and strengthen institutions will create a 

conducive environment for political stability. Government agencies should prioritize capacity-

building initiatives and foster collaboration between public and private sectors to ensure that 

tourism policies are effectively implemented. Governments and tourism agencies should create 

policies that support peacebuilding initiatives through tourism. Funding community-led projects 

that promote peace and stability can lead to positive outcomes for both the tourism sector and local 

communities. Developing comprehensive crisis management frameworks that include protocols 

for addressing both political and health-related crises will enhance the resilience of the tourism 

sector. Policies should ensure that timely and accurate information is disseminated to tourists and 

stakeholders to alleviate concerns during times of instability. 
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