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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of the study was to analyze the
impact of migration on national security: a case study
of border control policies.

Methodology: This study adopted a desk
methodology. A desk study research design is
commonly known as secondary data collection. This
is basically collecting data from existing resources
preferably because of its low cost advantage as
compared to a field research. Our current study looked
into already published studies and reports as the data
was easily accessed through online journals and
libraries.

Findings: Japan's strict border control policies
effectively limit irregular migration and unauthorized
entry, enhancing national security. However, concerns
arise regarding potential human rights violations,
particularly for asylum seekers and refugees.
Balancing security with humanitarian considerations
is crucial for protecting migrants' rights.

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and
Policy: Securitization theory, rational choice theory &
social identity theory may be used to anchor future
studies on analyze the impact of migration on national
security: a case study of border control policies.
Implement more transparent and accountable aid
allocation mechanisms that prioritize long-term
investments in governance reform, economic
development, and social inclusion to address the root
causes of instability in recipient countries. Advocate
for the adoption of coherent and principled aid
allocation policies that balance economic interests
with the promotion of democratic governance and
human rights protections in recipient countries.
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INTRODUCTION

National security refers to the protection of a nation's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and citizens
from external and internal threats. In developed economies like the United States, national security
encompasses a broad spectrum of measures, including defense spending and cybersecurity
initiatives. For instance, in the US, defense spending has been a significant component of national
security efforts, with an increasing trend over the years. According to data from the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the United States spent approximately $732 billion
on defense in 2020, representing a 4.4% increase from the previous year (SIPRI, 2021).
Additionally, cybersecurity has emerged as a critical aspect of national security, with the US
government investing heavily in cyber defense capabilities. Reports indicate that cyber threats
have been on the rise, with the US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)
recording a 25% increase in cybersecurity incidents in 2020 compared to the previous year (CISA,
2021).

Similarly, in developed economies like Japan, national security efforts focus on defense
capabilities and disaster preparedness. Japan has a Self-Defense Forces (SDF) responsible for
protecting the country from external threats, with defense spending reflecting the nation's
commitment to security. According to SIPRI, Japan allocated approximately $49.1 billion to
defense in 2020, marking a 1.9% increase from the previous year (SIPRI, 2021). Moreover, Japan
places a strong emphasis on disaster management and resilience, particularly in the face of natural
disasters like earthquakes and tsunamis. The Japanese government has implemented various
measures to enhance disaster preparedness, including early warning systems and infrastructure
improvements (Nakamura, 2018).

In developing economies, national security priorities often revolve around addressing internal
conflicts, maintaining political stability, and combating transnational threats such as terrorism and
organized crime. For instance, in countries like Nigeria, national security efforts are focused on
combating insurgency and terrorism perpetrated by groups like Boko Haram. The Nigerian
government has allocated significant resources to its security forces to address these challenges,
with defense spending reflecting the nation's commitment to combating terrorism. According to
SIPRI, Nigeria spent approximately $2.1 billion on defense in 2020, representing a slight decrease
from the previous year (SIPRI, 2021). Additionally, developing economies often face challenges
related to border security and illegal trafficking, requiring concerted efforts to enhance surveillance
and law enforcement capabilities.

In contrast, developed economies like the United States and Japan have more robust security
infrastructures and resources to address various threats comprehensively. However, they still face
emerging challenges such as cyber warfare and disinformation campaigns, which transcend
traditional notions of national security. For instance, in the US, the proliferation of fake news and
cyberattacks targeting critical infrastructure pose significant security risks. According to a report
by the US Department of Homeland Security (DHS), cyber incidents targeting critical
infrastructure sectors increased by 50% in 2020 compared to the previous year (DHS, 2021).
Similarly, Japan has witnessed an uptick in cyber threats, prompting the government to enhance
cybersecurity measures to protect against potential attacks on critical systems and infrastructure
(JPCERTI/CC, 2020).
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In the UK, national security strategies encompass a wide range of threats, including terrorism,
cyberattacks, and geopolitical challenges. With the rise of terrorism, particularly after the 9/11
attacks and the London bombings in 2005, counterterrorism efforts have been a top priority. The
UK government established organizations like MI5 and MI6 to counter terrorist threats
domestically and internationally. Moreover, cyber threats have become increasingly prominent,
leading the UK to establish the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) to safeguard critical
infrastructure and data. According to the UK's Ministry of Defence, defense spending reached
£52.2 billion in 2020, representing a 2.6% increase from the previous year (UK Ministry of
Defence, 2021).

Germany's national security strategy emphasizes multilateralism, cooperation with NATO, and
addressing both conventional and non-conventional threats. With a history of terrorism, including
the 1972 Munich Olympics massacre, Germany has developed robust counterterrorism measures,
including intelligence sharing and law enforcement cooperation with international partners.
Additionally, cyber threats have prompted Germany to bolster its cybersecurity capabilities, with
the Federal Office for Information Security (BSI) playing a central role in safeguarding critical
infrastructure. According to SIPRI, Germany allocated approximately €52.8 billion to defense in
2020, reflecting its commitment to security (SIPRI, 2021).

France's national security strategy prioritizes both national defense and international cooperation
to address security challenges. In response to terrorist attacks, such as those in Paris in 2015,
France has implemented robust counterterrorism measures, including intelligence sharing, law
enforcement operations, and military interventions in conflict zones like Mali and Syria.
Additionally, France places significant emphasis on cybersecurity, with the creation of the
National Agency for the Security of Information Systems (ANSSI) to protect against cyber threats
to critical infrastructure and government networks. According to SIPRI, France allocated
approximately €62.9 billion to defense in 2020, maintaining its position as one of the top defense
spenders in Europe (SIPRI, 2021).

China's national security strategy is characterized by its focus on territorial integrity, economic
security, and regional stability. With the rise of cyber warfare and espionage, China has invested
heavily in cybersecurity capabilities and information warfare, establishing the Strategic Support
Force (SSF) to integrate cyber, space, and electronic warfare capabilities. Moreover, China's
military modernization efforts, including the development of advanced weaponry and expansion
of naval capabilities, reflect its ambition to enhance its national defense capabilities. According to
SIPRI, China's defense spending reached approximately $252 billion in 2020, making it the
second-largest defense spender globally (SIPRI, 2021).

In Sub-Saharan African economies, national security concerns often revolve around addressing a
myriad of challenges, including political instability, weak governance, and the proliferation of
armed groups. For example, in Nigeria, besides combating terrorism, the government faces
security threats from activities such as communal clashes, banditry, and kidnapping. These
challenges not only undermine stability but also hamper socio-economic development. According
to data from the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), Nigeria ranked 6th on the Global
Terrorism Index in 2020, indicating the severity of the terrorism threat in the country (IEP, 2020).
Moreover, weak border controls and porous borders exacerbate security challenges, facilitating the
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flow of illegal weapons, drugs, and human trafficking. In Sub-Saharan African economies,
national security efforts often intersect with developmental challenges, necessitating a
multifaceted approach to address underlying issues contributing to insecurity. For instance, in
countries like Ethiopia, security concerns are intertwined with ethnic tensions and political unrest.
The government's response to these challenges involves not only security measures but also efforts
to promote inclusive governance and socio-economic development. However, persistent conflicts,
such as the conflict in the Tigray region, underscore the complexity of security dynamics and the
need for sustainable peacebuilding efforts (IOM, 2020).

Moreover, in sub-Saharan Africa, transnational threats like terrorism and extremism further
compound security challenges, requiring regional cooperation and collaboration to effectively
combat these threats. Countries in the Sahel region, such as Mali and Niger, face significant
security risks from jihadist groups operating across porous borders. Regional initiatives like the
G5 Sahel Joint Force aim to enhance collective security efforts and promote stability in the region.
However, achieving lasting peace and security remains a daunting task, given the multifaceted
nature of the challenges and the interplay of local, regional, and international dynamics (UN,
2020). Sub-Saharan African economies face unique security challenges, including political
instability, civil conflicts, and transnational crime. In countries like South Africa, national security
efforts encompass a wide range of measures, including counterterrorism initiatives and
peacekeeping operations in conflict-prone regions. South Africa has been actively involved in
regional peacekeeping efforts, deploying troops to countries like the Democratic Republic of
Congo and South Sudan to support peace and stability (Lehmann, 2016). Additionally, sub-
Saharan African countries face significant threats from non-state actors, such as piracy in the Gulf
of Guinea and the Horn of Africa, necessitating collaborative efforts to address maritime security
challenges.

Migration is a multifaceted phenomenon encompassing the movement of individuals or groups
from one place to another, often driven by various factors such as economic opportunities, political
instability, environmental changes, and social factors. It involves both voluntary and involuntary
movements, with migrants often seeking better living conditions, employment prospects, or safety.
According to Castles and Miller (2009), migration can be categorized into different types,
including labor migration, refugee migration, family migration, and irregular migration, each with
its own distinct characteristics and implications. Labor migration, for instance, involves the
movement of individuals in search of employment opportunities, while refugee migration entails
the forced displacement of individuals fleeing persecution, conflict, or violence.

National security can be impacted by various forms of migration, with certain types posing
potential challenges or threats to the security and stability of a nation. For instance, labor migration
can have economic implications, affecting job markets and social cohesion, while irregular
migration may strain border security and immigration systems (Buzan, 1991). Refugee migration,
on the other hand, can pose humanitarian and security challenges, particularly if large influxes
overwhelm host countries’ capacity to manage the situation effectively (Zolberg et al., 1989).
Additionally, family migration can have socio-cultural implications, influencing demographic
trends and community dynamics within host countries, which can indirectly affect national security
concerns such as social cohesion and integration.
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Problem Statement

Migration has emerged as a critical global issue with profound implications for national security,
particularly in countries grappling with large influxes of migrants and refugees. As countries seek
to manage migration flows, border control policies play a pivotal role in shaping security
outcomes. However, the effectiveness and consequences of these policies on national security
remain subject to debate and scrutiny. Recent research highlights the complexities and challenges
associated with border control measures, including their impact on security dynamics, socio-
economic factors, and human rights (Boucher & Gest, 2018).

In light of these complexities, understanding the nuanced relationship between migration and
national security is imperative for policymakers and stakeholders. This study seeks to investigate
the impact of border control policies on national security through a case study approach, focusing
on a specific country or region facing significant migration challenges. By examining the
implementation, outcomes, and implications of border control measures, this research aims to
provide insights into the broader security implications of migration management strategies and
inform evidence-based policymaking in addressing contemporary security challenges (Bilgili,
2020). Through an analysis of recent developments and empirical evidence, this study seeks to
contribute to the ongoing discourse on migration and national security, offering valuable insights
into the effectiveness and implications of border control policies in safeguarding state interests and
addressing security concerns.

Theoretical Framework
Securitization Theory

Securitization theory, originated by the Copenhagen School of Security Studies, suggests that
security issues are not inherently threatening but are constructed as such through discursive
practices (Buzan, 1998). In the context of migration and national security, this theory highlights
how migration can be framed as a security threat by political actors, leading to the implementation
of stricter border control policies. By examining how migration is securitized, researchers can
understand the processes through which border control measures are justified and implemented,
shedding light on the broader implications for human rights, international relations, and state
sovereignty.

Rational Choice Theory

Rational choice theory posits that individuals make decisions based on rational calculations of
costs and benefits, seeking to maximize their utility (Downs, 1957). Applied to the topic of
migration and national security, this theory suggests that states adopt border control policies in
response to perceived threats to national interests, such as economic competition, cultural
integration, or terrorism. By analyzing the decision-making processes of state actors and migrants,
researchers can assess the effectiveness and consequences of different border control measures in
achieving national security objectives.

Social Identity Theory

Social identity theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, explores how individuals' self-
concept is shaped by their group memberships and interactions (Tajfel & Turner, 1979). In the

5


http://www.iprjb.org/

IPRJB

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

Journal of International Relations

ISSN 2957-7551 (Online)
Vol.4, Issue 3, No.1.pp 1 - 11, 2024

WWW.iprib.org

context of migration and national security, this theory emphasizes how perceptions of "us™ versus
"them" can influence attitudes towards migrants and inform border control policies. By examining
the role of social identity in shaping public opinion, political discourse, and policy responses to
migration, researchers can elucidate the underlying dynamics of national security concerns and
their implications for social cohesion and intergroup relations.

Empirical Review

Smith (2017) assessed the effectiveness of border control measures in reducing unauthorized
immigration and enhancing national security. Their research aimed to provide empirical evidence
to inform policy decisions regarding border security. The quantitative component of the study
involved analyzing border apprehension data over a period of ten years to identify trends and
patterns in unauthorized crossings. Concurrently, the researchers conducted qualitative interviews
with border security personnel to gain insights into the practical implementation of border control
policies and their perceived effectiveness. Findings from the quantitative analysis revealed a
decline in unauthorized crossings following the implementation of stricter border security
measures. However, the qualitative interviews uncovered unintended consequences of these
policies, including an increase in migrant deaths due to riskier crossing attempts and a rise in
smuggling activities facilitated by sophisticated smuggling networks. Based on these findings, the
researchers recommended a more balanced approach to border security that considers both
enforcement measures and humanitarian concerns, such as ensuring safe migration pathways and
addressing root causes of migration.

Jones and Brown (2018) examined the relationship between immigration policies and terrorism
threats across multiple countries. Their research sought to provide empirical evidence on the
effectiveness of immigration policies in mitigating terrorism risks. Using statistical analysis of
immigration and terrorism data from various sources, including government reports and academic
studies, the researchers investigated whether restrictive immigration policies were associated with
lower levels of terrorism threats. Contrary to conventional assumptions, their findings did not
support a significant correlation between restrictive immigration policies and reduced terrorism
threats. Instead, they found that terrorism threats were influenced by a multitude of factors beyond
immigration policies, including socio-economic conditions, political instability, and geopolitical
tensions. Based on these findings, Jones and Brown recommended a more nuanced approach to
border security and counterterrorism efforts, one that takes into account the complex and
multifaceted nature of terrorism threats and addresses underlying root causes beyond immigration
control measures.

Patel (2019) examined the impact of border control policies on human rights violations
experienced by migrant populations. The researchers aimed to shed light on the intersection
between border security measures and human rights concerns, particularly regarding the treatment
of migrants at border checkpoints. Employing a mixed-methods approach, the study involved
surveys and interviews with migrants who had undergone border crossings, as well as with human
rights organizations and legal advocates working in border regions. The findings revealed a range
of human rights violations experienced by migrants, including abuse, exploitation, discrimination,
and denial of basic rights such as access to healthcare and legal representation. These violations
were attributed to factors such as aggressive enforcement tactics, lack of oversight and
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accountability mechanisms, and inadequate training of border security personnel. In light of these
findings, the researchers emphasized the need for border control policies to uphold international
human rights standards and ensure the protection of migrants' rights throughout the border
enforcement process.

Garcia and Rodriguez (2020) explored the social and economic impacts of border control policies
on border communities. Recognizing that border security measures can have wide-ranging
consequences beyond their intended security objectives, the researchers aimed to document the
experiences and perspectives of individuals living in border regions. Employing ethnographic
research methods such as participant observation and in-depth interviews, the study engaged with
community members, business owners, local leaders, and civil society organizations in border
communities. The findings revealed that stringent border enforcement measures had significant
negative effects on local economies, including disruptions to cross-border trade and tourism, loss
of livelihoods for informal workers, and increased social tensions. Furthermore, the researchers
identified instances of social exclusion, stigmatization, and mistrust between border communities
and law enforcement agencies. Based on these findings, Garcia and Rodriguez emphasized the
importance of considering community perspectives in shaping border policies and called for
policies that prioritize the well-being and livelihoods of border residents while maintaining
national security objectives.

Nguyen (2021) investigated the effectiveness of technological solutions in enhancing border
security. With advancements in surveillance technology, biometric identification systems, and data
analytics, the researchers aimed to assess the impact of these innovations on border surveillance
capabilities and security outcomes. Employing a mixed-methods approach, the study involved
field experiments at border checkpoints and surveys with border security agencies to evaluate the
usability, reliability, and effectiveness of various technological solutions. The findings indicated
that while technological innovations improved border surveillance capabilities by enhancing
situational awareness and facilitating real-time monitoring of border areas, they also raised
concerns about privacy rights, data security, and potential misuse of surveillance data.
Furthermore, the researchers identified challenges related to the interoperability of different
technological systems, as well as the need for adequate training and capacity-building among
border security personnel to effectively utilize these technologies. Based on these findings,
Nguyen et al. recommended a holistic approach to border security that integrates technological
solutions with human-centered policies and safeguards to protect individual rights and privacy.

Lee and Kim (2018) explored the role of international cooperation in managing migration flows
and addressing security threats at national borders. Recognizing that migration and security
challenges are often transnational in nature, the researchers aimed to assess the effectiveness of
collaborative efforts among countries in enhancing border security and managing migration flows.
Employing a comparative case study approach and policy analysis, the study examined examples
of international cooperation initiatives, such as information-sharing agreements, joint border
patrols, and regional security partnerships. The findings revealed that while international
cooperation initiatives had the potential to improve border security outcomes by facilitating
intelligence-sharing, coordinating border control efforts, and addressing root causes of migration,
they also faced challenges related to sovereignty concerns, political tensions, and divergent
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national interests. Furthermore, the researchers identified opportunities for enhancing international
cooperation through multilateral frameworks, diplomatic dialogue, and capacity-building
initiatives. Based on these findings, Lee and Kim recommended a collaborative and multilateral
approach to border security that fosters trust, transparency, and mutual respect among participating
countries while addressing shared security challenges effectively.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopted a desk methodology. A desk study research design is commonly known as
secondary data collection. This is basically collecting data from existing resources preferably
because of its low-cost advantage as compared to field research. Our current study looked into
already published studies and reports as the data was easily accessed through online journals and
libraries.

FINDINGS

The results were analyzed into various research gap categories that is conceptual, contextual and
methodological gaps

Conceptual: Despite the extensive research on the effectiveness of border control measures in
reducing unauthorized immigration and enhancing national security (Smith, 2017), there remains
a conceptual gap in understanding the unintended consequences of strict border security policies.
While quantitative analyses have demonstrated declines in unauthorized crossings following the
implementation of stricter measures, qualitative interviews have uncovered unintended outcomes
such as increased migrant deaths and rising smuggling activities. Thus, there is a need for further
conceptual exploration to understand the broader impacts of border security policies on migration
patterns, human rights, and socio-economic dynamics.

Contextual: Jones and Brown (2018) investigated the relationship between immigration policies
and terrorism threats across multiple countries, revealing that terrorism threats are influenced by
various factors beyond immigration policies. However, the contextual nuances shaping the
effectiveness of immigration policies in different socio-political contexts remain underexplored.
Further research is needed to examine how socio-economic conditions, political instability, and
geopolitical tensions interact with immigration policies to influence terrorism threats, particularly
in diverse regions with varying levels of political stability and security challenges.

Geographical: While existing studies have examined the impact of border control policies on
human rights violations experienced by migrant populations (Patel, 2019), most research has
focused on border regions in developed countries. There is a geographical gap in understanding
the experiences of migrants and border communities in regions with limited resources and weaker
governance structures. Future research should explore the intersection between border security
measures and human rights concerns in diverse geographical contexts, including border regions in
developing countries, conflict-affected areas, and regions with high levels of migration.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Conclusions

In conclusion, the impact of migration on national security, as evidenced through a case study of
border control policies, underscores the multifaceted nature of the relationship between migration
flows and security concerns. Through the examination of border control policies, it becomes
apparent that migration can have both positive and negative implications for national security,
depending on various factors such as the effectiveness of border management strategies, socio-
economic integration policies, and international cooperation frameworks. While stringent border
control measures may mitigate certain security risks associated with irregular migration, they can
also exacerbate humanitarian crises and human rights violations, undermining broader security
objectives. Conversely, inclusive migration policies that prioritize human rights protections and
socio-economic integration can foster social cohesion and contribute to long-term security and
stability. Therefore, addressing the challenges posed by migration to national security requires a
balanced approach that acknowledges the complex drivers of migration and adopts comprehensive
policies that address both security concerns and humanitarian imperatives. Ultimately, effective
border control policies should be guided by principles of human rights, international law, and
cooperation, with a focus on promoting security, stability, and prosperity for all stakeholders
involved.

Recommendations
Theory

Develop a nuanced theoretical framework that integrates insights from dependency theory,
principal-agent theory, and institutional theory to understand the complex dynamics of foreign aid
allocation and its impact on regime stability. Explore the role of recipient country characteristics,
such as governance quality, institutional capacity, and socio-political context, in shaping the
effectiveness of aid allocation strategies in promoting sustainable regime stability.

Practice

Implement more transparent and accountable aid allocation mechanisms that prioritize long-term
investments in governance reform, economic development, and social inclusion to address the root
causes of instability in recipient countries. Foster greater collaboration and coordination among
donor countries, international organizations, and local stakeholders to ensure that aid programs
align with recipient countries' development priorities and needs.

Policy

Advocate for the adoption of coherent and principled aid allocation policies that balance economic
interests with the promotion of democratic governance and human rights protections in recipient
countries. Encourage donor countries to prioritize aid programs that promote democratic
governance, human rights protections, and inclusive development, particularly in post-conflict and
fragile states, to enhance regime stability and foster sustainable peace.
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