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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of the study was to investigate
influence of philosophical ideas on cultural
expressions and artistic movements.

Methodology: This study adopted a desk
methodology. A desk study research design is
commonly known as secondary data collection. This
is basically collecting data from existing resources
preferably because of its low cost advantage as
compared to a field research. Our current study looked
into already published studies and reports as the data
was easily accessed through online journals and
libraries.

Findings: The influence of philosophical ideas on
cultural expressions and artistic movements is
profound and pervasive. Philosophical concepts often
shape the way societies perceive reality and interpret
the world around them. For example, the
Enlightenment era, with its emphasis on reason and
individualism, greatly influenced the development of
modern Western art and literature, leading to the
emergence of movements like Romanticism and
Realism.

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and
Policy: Cultural materialism theory, Cultural
hegemony theory & Social constructivism theory may
be used to anchor future studies influence of
philosophical ideas on cultural expressions and artistic
movements. Research findings can encourage
international cultural exchange programs, enabling
societies to learn from each other's philosophical
perspectives and artistic expressions. Governments
and cultural organizations can use research findings to
inform policies aimed at preserving and promoting
their cultural heritage.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the ways that philosophical ideas have influenced cultural expressions and artistic
movements is through expressionism, which emerged in the early 20th century as a reaction to the
rationalism and realism of the previous era. Expressionism is a style of art that emphasizes the
subjective and emotional aspects of reality, often using distorted forms, vivid colors, and symbolic
imagery to convey the artist's inner feelings and vision. Expressionism was influenced by various
philosophical currents, such as existentialism, nihilism, psychoanalysis, and Marxism, which
questioned the meaning and value of human existence in a modern and alienated world. The
Scream by Edvard Munch (1893), a painting that depicts a figure in a state of horror and anxiety,
surrounded by swirling colors that suggest a chaotic and hostile environment. The painting is
widely seen as a symbol of the angst and alienation of modern life. Munch wrote that he was
inspired by "a scream passing through nature™ that he felt while walking on a bridge. The Cabinet
of Dr. Caligari by Robert Wiene (1920), a film that is considered one of the first and most
influential examples of German expressionist cinema. The film uses distorted sets, lighting, and
camera angles to create a sense of distortion and unreality, reflecting the psychological state of the
main character, who may or may not be insane. The film also explores themes of authority,
manipulation, and madness in the aftermath of World War 1.

According to a study by Kandel (2013), expressionist art can elicit strong emotional responses in
viewers, as well as activate brain regions involved in empathy, emotion regulation, and social
cognition. The authors suggest that expressionist art can help us understand ourselves and others
better by stimulating our affective and cognitive processes. The Dance by Henri Matisse (1910),
a painting that depicts five nude figures dancing in a circle against a bright blue sky and green
grass. The painting is an example of fauvism, a branch of expressionism that used vibrant and
unnatural colors to express emotion and energy. Matisse was inspired by African art and culture,
which he encountered during his travels to Algeria and Morocco. He wanted to create a painting
that would celebrate life, joy, and harmony. NKisi Nkondi by an unknown artist from the Kongo
people (19th century), a wooden sculpture that represents a powerful spirit that can heal or harm
people. The sculpture is covered with nails, blades, and other metal objects that were driven into
it by the people who sought its help or protection. The sculpture is an example of how African art
influenced expressionism, as it shows a strong sense of emotion, symbolism, and spirituality.

In developed economies like the USA, Japan, and the UK, philosophical ideas have played a
significant role in shaping cultural expressions and artistic movements. For instance, the
existentialist philosophy, which emphasizes individual freedom and choice, influenced the Beat
Generation in the United States during the mid-20th century. This literary movement,
characterized by works such as Jack Kerouac's "On the Road" and Allen Ginsberg's "Howl,"
expressed a sense of rebellion against societal norms and a search for meaning in a world that felt
increasingly disconnected. According to a study by Smith (2017), the Beat Generation's influence
on American literature and culture can be quantified by the increased publication of existentialist-
themed books in the 1950s and 1960s, reflecting a shift in societal values and attitudes.

Furthermore, in the United Kingdom, the rise of postmodernism in the late 20th century led to the
emergence of the Young British Artists (YBAS). This artistic movement, characterized by artists
like Damien Hirst and Tracey Emin, challenged traditional notions of art and authenticity. A study
by Brown (2018) highlights that the YBAS' exhibitions received increasing attendance and media
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attention during the 1990s, indicating a growing cultural shift towards postmodernism's influence
on art and creative expression in the UK. In developing economies, such as Brazil and India,
similar trends can be observed. For instance, the philosophical ideas of social justice and
empowerment have contributed to the rise of the Brazilian Cinema Novo movement in the 1960s.
This film movement, led by directors like Glauber Rocha, aimed to depict the struggles of the
underprivileged and critique the socio-political landscape. According to Silva (2016), the Cinema
Novo movement gained international recognition and contributed to the growth of Brazilian
cinema as a cultural export, exemplified by increased film festival participation and awards.

In developing economies like Brazil and India, philosophical ideas have had a profound impact on
cultural expressions and artistic movements beyond Cinema Novo. For example, in Brazil, the
philosophy of "Tropicalismo” emerged in the 1960s, heavily influenced by the writings of Oswald
de Andrade. This movement, which included musicians like Caetano Veloso and Gilberto Gil,
blended traditional Brazilian culture with global influences, creating a fusion of music, art, and
literature. A study by Santos (2018) points out that the Tropicalismo movement led to a surge in
the popularity of Brazilian music both domestically and internationally, as reflected in increased
album sales and international tours by Brazilian artists.

In India, the philosophical concept of "Satyagraha" championed by Mahatma Gandhi profoundly
influenced various artistic expressions, particularly in the form of visual arts and literature. The
works of Indian artists like M.F. Husain, who portrayed the struggle for truth and non-violence in
his paintings, gained significant recognition. A study by Patel (2016) highlights that the influence
of Satyagraha philosophy on Indian art is evidenced by the increase in the value and international
recognition of Indian artworks with social and political themes.

In Sub-Saharan African economies like Nigeria and South Africa, the philosophy of Ubuntu,
emphasizing interconnectedness and communal values, has influenced various artistic movements.
One such movement is the South African Soweto Theatre, which promotes theater productions
that explore the themes of unity, diversity, and social change. A study by Mkhize (2019) reveals
that the Soweto Theatre has witnessed a steady rise in audience attendance and cultural impact,
illustrating the enduring influence of Ubuntu philosophy on artistic expressions in the region.

In Sub-Saharan African economies, the influence of philosophical ideas on cultural expressions
and artistic movements has been particularly pronounced in the context of Ubuntu philosophy.
Beyond the impact on theater, Ubuntu has also played a pivotal role in shaping the visual arts in
the region. For instance, in South Africa, the rise of the Ubuntu-inspired "township art" movement
during the late 20th century has been noteworthy. Artists like Gerard Sekoto and Dumile Feni used
their works to convey themes of communal solidarity, identity, and social justice, inspired by the
principles of Ubuntu. A study by Nkosi (2017) demonstrates that this movement led to increased
recognition of South African artists internationally, as evidenced by their participation in
prestigious exhibitions and the growing value of their artworks in the global art market.

Additionally, in Nigeria, the Nollywood film industry has also drawn inspiration from
philosophical ideas rooted in communal values and storytelling. Nollywood has become the third-
largest film industry globally in terms of the number of films produced. The storytelling in
Nigerian films often reflects the principles of Ubuntu, emphasizing the interconnectedness of
individuals and their shared experiences. A study by Adeboye (2018) reveals that Nollywood's
cultural exports have seen a substantial increase in international viewership, with a growing
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demand for Nigerian films, showcasing the global appeal of films influenced by African
philosophical ideas.

During the Renaissance period in Europe (14th to 17th century), four prominent philosophical
ideas emerged, each influencing the evolution of cultural expressions and artistic movements.
Firstly, Humanism emphasized the value of human potential and the study of classical antiquity,
leading to the revival of classical literature and art. This philosophical stance spurred the creation
of art characterized by realism, anatomical accuracy, and a focus on humanism, exemplified by
the works of Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo (Kristeller, 1992). Secondly, Cartesian
Dualism, proposed by René Descartes, separated the mind and body, leading to rationalism and
the exploration of abstract concepts. This philosophy influenced the development of Baroque art,
marked by intricate details, dramatic compositions, and a focus on depicting the inner emotions of
individuals. Painters like Caravaggio and Rembrandt captured the complexities of human
existence and the interplay between mind and body (Hatfield, 1996).

Thirdly, the Enlightenment philosophy of Rationalism and Empiricism, championed by
philosophers like Immanuel Kant and David Hume, emphasized reason and empirical observation.
This era witnessed the emergence of Neoclassical art characterized by symmetry, order, and a
return to the classical ideals of Greece and Rome. Artists like Jacques-Louis David created works
that reflected the principles of the Enlightenment, with themes of heroism and social justice
(Guyer, 2006). Lastly, Romanticism, a reaction against the rationalism of the Enlightenment,
celebrated emotions, individuality, and nature. This philosophical shift influenced the
development of Romantic art, characterized by vivid landscapes, emotional intensity, and a
fascination with the sublime. Artists like Caspar David Friedrich and William Turner conveyed
the powerful connection between nature and human emotions, reflecting the Romantic
philosophical ideals (Gildea, 2006).

Problem Statement

The influence of philosophical ideas on cultural expressions and artistic movements is a complex
and multifaceted topic that has been explored by many scholars and researchers. Philosophical
ideas can shape the worldview, values, ethics, and aesthetics of a culture, and in turn, influence
the forms and meanings of its artistic expressions. However, the relationship between philosophy
and art is not one-way or deterministic; rather, it is dynamic and reciprocal, as art can also
challenge, critique, or inspire philosophical ideas. Moreover, the influence of philosophical ideas
on cultural expressions and artistic movements can vary depending on the historical, social,
political, and geographical context of each case. Therefore, it is important to examine the specific
ways that philosophical ideas have influenced or been influenced by different cultural expressions
and artistic movements across time and space. Some recent studies that have addressed this topic
include: Smith (2020) analyzed how the existentialist philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre influenced
the French New Wave cinema of the 1950s and 1960s, and how the films of this movement
reflected and expressed the themes of freedom, responsibility, authenticity, and absurdity. Jones
(2019) explored how the Buddhist philosophy of emptiness and interdependence influenced the
Japanese aesthetic concept of wabi-sabi, and how this concept manifested in various forms of
Japanese art, such as pottery, tea ceremony, calligraphy, and haiku. Lee (2018) examined how the
postmodernist philosophy of Jean-Francgois Lyotard influenced the postmodern dance movement
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of the 1970s and 1980s, and how the dancers of this movement challenged and subverted the
conventions and narratives of modern dance.

Theoretical Framework

Cultural Materialism Theory

Originated by Marvin Harris, cultural materialism posits that material and economic factors are
primary drivers of culture and its expressions. According to this theory, the material conditions
and resources available to a society profoundly shape its artistic movements and cultural
expressions. Cultural materialism is relevant to the study of the influence of philosophical ideas
on culture and art as it highlights how economic and material realities can impact the adoption,
adaptation, or rejection of philosophical ideas within a given society (Harris, 1979). By
understanding the material context, researchers can explore why certain philosophical ideas gain
prominence or are marginalized in cultural and artistic contexts.

Cultural Hegemony Theory

Developed by Antonio Gramsci, cultural hegemony theory explores how dominant groups in
society impose their cultural norms, values, and ideologies on the broader population. It suggests
that the ruling class can shape cultural expressions and artistic movements to reinforce their own
ideologies. In the context of the study, cultural hegemony theory is relevant as it helps researchers
analyze how philosophical ideas may be used to perpetuate or challenge dominant cultural norms
through artistic and cultural expressions (Gramsci, 1971). It provides a framework to investigate
how philosophical ideas can become a tool for those in power to maintain their influence or for
marginalized groups to resist and subvert prevailing cultural norms.

Social Constructivism Theory

Social constructivism, influenced by scholars like Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky, emphasizes that
individuals construct their understanding of reality through social interactions and cultural
contexts. This theory is relevant to the research topic as it underscores how philosophical ideas are
not static but are actively constructed and negotiated within a society. Social constructivism helps
researchers examine how cultural expressions and artistic movements serve as platforms for the
dissemination and negotiation of philosophical ideas within specific social and cultural contexts
(Vygotsky, 1978). It allows for a deeper exploration of the dynamic and interactive nature of the
relationship between philosophical ideas and cultural expressions.

Empirical Review

Garcia and Patel (2023) aimed to comprehensively investigate the impact of existentialist
philosophy on contemporary art across different continents and cultural contexts. The researchers
conducted a global analysis of artworks, engaging in cross-cultural interviews with artists, art
historians, and philosophers, and employing both qualitative and quantitative research methods to
discern the existentialist influences on artistic practices. The research unveiled the profound and
diverse ways in which existentialist thought permeates contemporary art, addressing themes of
existence, freedom, and absurdity, and transcending geographic and cultural boundaries. The study
advocated for international collaborative exhibitions and forums that celebrate the global
resonance of existentialist-inspired contemporary art and foster cross-cultural dialogue on
existentialist ideas.

16


file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/www.iprjb.org

Journal of Philosophy, Culture and Religion
ISSN 2520-0445 (Online)
Vol.7, Issue 1, No. 2, pp 12 - 22, 2024

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

Chen, Kim, and Ali (2022) explored the transcultural influence of Buddhist philosophy on
contemporary artistic expressions in Asia, Europe, the Americas, and beyond. The researchers
conducted a cross-continental analysis of artworks, engaged in transnational interviews with
artists, scholars, and curators, and employed mixed-methods research to investigate the
multifaceted convergence of Buddhist thought and creative endeavors. The research showcased
how Buddhist-inspired art practices transcend geographical and cultural boundaries, illuminating
the universality of themes related to mindfulness, impermanence, and compassion. The study
called for the establishment of a global network for Buddhist-inspired contemporary art,
encouraging artists and scholars to collaborate on cross-cultural projects that deepen the
understanding of Buddhist philosophy in a contemporary context.

Tan, Wang, and Nakamura (2022) analyzed the evolving influence of Stoic philosophy on
contemporary literature, visual arts, and popular culture in Western and non-Western societies.
The researchers conducted a longitudinal analysis of Stoic themes in various forms of artistic
expression, drawing from literature, film, visual arts, and social media. They employed content
analysis, interviews with artists, and cross-cultural comparisons. The research revealed the
enduring resonance of Stoic principles in shaping narratives, aesthetics, and ethical discussions in
contemporary culture, highlighting the adaptability of Stoic thought. The study recommended the
integration of Stoicism into educational curricula globally, emphasizing its potential to foster
emotional resilience and ethical reflection in a rapidly changing world.

Ali and Wu (2021) investigated the profound influence of Islamic philosophy on architectural and
urban planning practices in regions spanning the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, and
Europe. The researchers conducted extensive case studies of architectural projects, urban
developments, and spatial designs, integrating architectural analysis with philosophical, cultural,
and socio-economic assessments. The research illuminated the deep-rooted impact of Islamic
philosophy on architectural aesthetics, urban layouts, and communal spaces, demonstrating the
enduring significance of Islamic thought in shaping built environments. The study advocated for
the preservation and promotion of Islamic architectural heritage, while also encouraging
contemporary architects and urban planners to incorporate Islamic design principles for culturally
responsive and sustainable urban landscapes.

Lopez-Perez and Kimura (2023) investigated the impact of postcolonial philosophy on
contemporary literature, visual arts, and performance in regions affected by colonial histories. The
researchers conducted cross-cultural analyses of artworks and literary works, engaged in
interviews with artists and authors, and utilized postcolonial theory as a framework to discern how
postcolonial philosophy informs creative expressions. The research revealed how postcolonial
thought shapes narratives, aesthetics, and discourses that challenge colonial legacies and offer
alternative perspectives on identity, power, and decolonization. The study advocated for the
inclusion of postcolonial literature and art in educational curricula to foster critical discussions on
postcoloniality and its influence on contemporary society.

Garcia, Tan, and Ali (2023) aimed to explore the transcultural impact of humanism and
Renaissance philosophy on contemporary architecture and urban design practices across Europe,
the Americas, and Asia. The researchers conducted cross-continental case studies of architectural
projects, urban developments, and public spaces. They combined architectural analysis with
philosophical and cultural assessments, examining how humanist principles influence the built
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environment. The research illuminated the enduring impact of humanism on architectural
aesthetics, emphasizing human-centered design, classical proportions, and the integration of art
and architecture. The study encouraged architects and urban planners to draw inspiration from
humanist principles to create more human-friendly, culturally rich, and sustainable urban
landscapes worldwide.

Nakamura and Patel (2022) analyzed the evolving influence of Zen Buddhism on contemporary
Japanese manga and anime, and its global impact. The researchers conducted a longitudinal
analysis of manga and anime series, supplemented by interviews with manga artists, animators,
and cultural critics. They employed content analysis, visual semiotics, and cross-cultural
comparisons. The research showcased the profound influence of Zen philosophy on storytelling,
aesthetics, and character development in Japanese manga and anime, while also highlighting how
these media spread Zen-inspired themes worldwide. The study suggested the incorporation of
manga and anime as tools for teaching Zen philosophy and fostering cultural understanding in
educational settings.

Chen and Wu (2023) examined the influence of Marxist philosophy on contemporary political
street art in Latin America, Asia, Africa, and Europe. The researchers conducted fieldwork and
case studies of street art from various regions, engaging in interviews with street artists, activists,
and sociologists. They employed both visual analysis and sociopolitical assessments. The research
demonstrated how Marxist ideology informs the themes, messages, and aesthetics of political
street art, serving as a powerful tool for social critique and mobilization across diverse cultural and
political contexts. The study emphasized the importance of recognizing street art as a form of
political expression, encouraging cultural institutions to support street artists, and promoting public
spaces for artistic dissent.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopted a desk methodology. A desk study research design is commonly known as
secondary data collection. This is basically collecting data from existing resources preferably
because of its low-cost advantage as compared to field research. Our current study looked into
already published studies and reports as the data was easily accessed through online journals and
libraries.

FINDINGS

The results were analyzed into various research gap categories that is conceptual, contextual and
methodological gaps

Conceptual Research Gaps: While studies like Chen, Kim, and Ali (2022) explored the
transcultural influence of Buddhist philosophy on contemporary art, there is a need for research
that delves deeper into the intricate interplay of multiple philosophical ideas within artistic
expressions. This would help us understand how different philosophical perspectives may coexist
or intersect in contemporary art. Although Tan, Wang, and Nakamura (2022) analyzed the
influence of Stoic philosophy on contemporary culture, there is a research gap in exploring the
specific ways in which Stoicism influences various contemporary art forms, such as digital media,
performance art, or emerging genres that may not have been prevalent during the Stoic era.
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Contextual Research Gaps: While Ali and Wu (2021) influenced of Islamic philosophy on
architecture and urban planning in the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, and Europe, there
IS a research gap in examining how Islamic architectural principles impact architectural practices
in regions outside these areas, such as Southeast Asia or Sub-Saharan Africa. Lopez-Perez and
Kimura (2023) explored the impact of postcolonial philosophy on creative expressions, but there
is a research gap in understanding how postcolonial thought influences art and literature in various
cultural contexts beyond regions directly affected by colonial histories, such as Southeast Asia or
the Pacific Islands.

Geographical Research Gaps

Garcia, Tan, and Ali (2023) explored the transcultural impact of humanism and Renaissance
philosophy, but there is a research gap in understanding how these philosophical ideas have shaped
architecture and urban design in regions that were not traditionally associated with the
Renaissance, such as Latin America or parts of Africa. While Nakamura and Patel (2022) analyzed
the influence of Zen Buddhism on Japanese manga and anime, there is a research gap in
investigating how Zen philosophy may influence artistic expressions in non-Japanese contexts,
especially within the realm of contemporary art beyond manga and anime. Chen and Wu (2023)
examined the influence of Marxist philosophy on political street art in specific regions, but there
is a research gap in exploring how Marxist ideology informs street art in regions not covered in
their study, such as Eastern Europe or the Middle East.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In conclusion, the influence of philosophical ideas on cultural expressions and artistic movements
is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that transcends time, region, and discipline. This
intricate interplay between philosophy, culture, and art has shaped societies, challenged norms,
and provoked intellectual discourse throughout history. As we have explored, various
philosophical theories, such as cultural materialism, cultural hegemony, and social constructivism,
provide valuable lenses through which to examine this relationship. These theories have shed light
on how philosophical ideas are disseminated, negotiated, and embodied within cultural and artistic
contexts.

Moreover, research in this field contributes not only to theoretical advancements but also to
practical applications and policy considerations. It fosters a deeper understanding of cultural
dynamics, encourages interdisciplinary collaboration, and informs strategies for cultural
preservation, education, and diplomacy. Ultimately, the study of the influence of philosophical
ideas on cultural expressions and artistic movements underscores the enduring significance of
philosophy in shaping the human experience. It highlights how ideas, both profound and subtle,
find resonance in the realm of culture and art, leaving an indelible mark on the tapestry of human
history and creativity. This exploration invites us to contemplate the powerful interconnections
between philosophy, culture, and art, inviting ongoing exploration and dialogue into the intricate
web of human expression and thought.

Recommendation
Theory

Such research can deepen our theoretical understanding of how philosophical ideas evolve and
shape cultural expressions over time. By analyzing historical and contemporary case studies,
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scholars can identify patterns and mechanisms that help develop more nuanced theories of cultural
change and artistic development. This research can bridge the gap between philosophy, sociology,
art history, and cultural studies. It can encourage scholars to adopt interdisciplinary approaches,
fostering a more holistic understanding of the complex relationship between philosophical thought
and cultural production.

Practice

Understanding the impact of philosophical ideas on culture and art can help individuals and
communities become more culturally aware. Artists, creators, and cultural practitioners can use
this knowledge to create works that engage with and reflect the philosophical underpinnings of
their societies. Research findings can encourage international cultural exchange programs,
enabling societies to learn from each other's philosophical perspectives and artistic expressions.
Such programs can enrich global cultural diversity and promote mutual understanding.

Policy

Governments and cultural organizations can use research findings to inform policies aimed at
preserving and promoting their cultural heritage. Understanding the influence of philosophical
ideas can help identify culturally significant artifacts, practices, and traditions that need protection.
Policymakers can leverage this research to enhance cultural diplomacy efforts. By recognizing the
role of cultural expressions and artistic movements as vehicles for philosophical discourse, nations
can strengthen their soft power and diplomatic relationships. Educational institutions can
incorporate the insights gained from this research into art and philosophy curricula. This can lead
to more inclusive and diverse educational programs that expose students to a broader range of
philosophical perspectives and cultural expressions.
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