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Abstract 

Purpose: The aim of the study was to analyze the 

impact of Confucian ethics on social harmony in 

contemporary China. 

Methodology: This study adopted a desk 

methodology. A desk study research design is 

commonly known as secondary data collection. This 

is basically collecting data from existing resources 

preferably because of its low cost advantage as 

compared to a field research. Our current study looked 

into already published studies and reports as the data 

was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

Findings: Confucian ethics strongly impact social 

harmony in contemporary China by promoting filial 

piety, respect for authority, and harmony in 

interpersonal relations. These values foster trust, 

cooperation, and stability within society. Integration 

of Confucian principles into government policies and 

education further enhances social cohesion and 

national unity. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and 

Policy: Confucianism and social harmony, 

modernization theory and confucianism & cultural 

relativism and confucian ethics may be used to anchor 

future studies on the impact of confucian ethics on 

social harmony in contemporary China. Schools and 

universities should integrate Confucian teachings into 

their moral education programs, emphasizing virtues 

such as filial piety, benevolence, and righteousness. 

Policies should be designed to incentivize behaviors 

that align with Confucian ideals, such as promoting 

filial piety through eldercare subsidies or fostering a 

culture of civility and respect in public spaces.  

Keywords: Confucian Ethics, Social Harmony, 

Contemporary  
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(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/www.iprjb.org
https://orcid.org/


Journal of Philosophy, Culture and Religion 

ISSN 2520-0445 (Online)    

Vol.7, Issue 2, No. 1, pp 1 - 12, 2024 

                                                                                                                    www.iprjb.org 

2 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Social harmony and cohesion can be measured through various indicators such as income equality, 

social mobility, and trust in institutions. In developed economies like the United States, income 

inequality has been a persistent issue, with the top 1% earning a disproportionately large share of 

the total income. For instance, according to the World Inequality Database, the share of total 

income held by the top 1% in the USA increased from around 10% in the 1970s to over 20% in 

recent years (Piketty & Saez, 2014). However, social cohesion can be seen in initiatives like 

community programs and social safety nets aimed at addressing disparities. For example, the 

Affordable Care Act expanded access to healthcare, contributing to improved social well-being 

and cohesion by reducing disparities in healthcare access (Oberlander & White, 2016). 

Similarly, in Japan, social cohesion is reflected in the strong social fabric and emphasis on 

collectivism. Despite facing challenges such as an aging population and economic stagnation, 

Japan has maintained relatively low levels of income inequality compared to other developed 

countries. According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 

Japan's Gini coefficient, a measure of income inequality, has remained below the OECD average, 

indicating a more equal distribution of income (OECD, 2020). Additionally, initiatives like 

lifetime employment practices and community-based support systems contribute to fostering 

social cohesion and stability in Japanese society (Aoki, 2013). 

In developing economies, social harmony and cohesion often face different challenges, including 

poverty, political instability, and lack of access to basic services. For example, in Brazil, income 

inequality has historically been high, with the wealthiest 1% earning a significant portion of the 

country's income. However, social programs like Bolsa Família, a conditional cash transfer 

program, have helped reduce poverty and inequality by providing financial assistance to low-

income families (Soares et al., 2009). Similarly, in India, where caste-based discrimination and 

social stratification persist, initiatives like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) aim to enhance social cohesion by providing employment 

opportunities and social protection to rural households (Sundar & Chauhan, 2012). 

In South Korea, a developed economy with rapid industrialization and modernization, social 

cohesion is influenced by Confucian values emphasizing family, community, and hierarchical 

relationships. Despite economic growth, South Korea faces challenges such as high levels of youth 

unemployment and a widening income gap. However, social welfare policies like the National 

Pension Scheme and the Basic Livelihood Security System aim to mitigate disparities and promote 

social stability (Kim & Kang, 2017). Additionally, South Korea's strong emphasis on education 

and cultural pride fosters a sense of national unity and social cohesion, contributing to its economic 

success (Choi, 2015). 

Moving to a developing economy like Brazil, social harmony is often challenged by urban 

violence, political corruption, and social inequality. However, initiatives like the Community 

Police Units (UPP) in Rio de Janeiro have sought to improve public safety and rebuild trust 

between law enforcement and communities in marginalized areas (Silva et al., 2019). Moreover, 

Brazil's vibrant civil society and grassroots movements play a crucial role in advocating for social 

justice and promoting inclusivity, contributing to greater social cohesion despite economic and 

social challenges (Avritzer, 2017). 
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In Indonesia, a diverse archipelagic nation with a predominantly Muslim population, social 

cohesion is influenced by cultural pluralism, religious tolerance, and decentralized governance. 

Despite economic growth, Indonesia faces challenges such as income inequality and regional 

disparities. However, initiatives like the Village Law aim to empower local communities and 

promote inclusive development through participatory decision-making and resource allocation 

(Harymurti, 2019). Moreover, Indonesia's Pancasila ideology, which emphasizes unity in 

diversity, serves as a foundation for national identity and social cohesion, contributing to political 

stability and social resilience (Liddle, 2015). 

In Colombia, a country with a history of internal conflict and social inequality, social cohesion is 

influenced by efforts to address past grievances and promote inclusivity. Despite economic 

progress, Colombia faces challenges such as persistent poverty and political polarization. 

However, initiatives like the Peace Agreement with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 

(FARC) aim to foster reconciliation and social integration through measures such as land 

restitution and victim reparations (Uribe-Jongbloed & Shifter, 2019). Moreover, Colombia's 

vibrant civil society and community-based organizations play a crucial role in advocating for social 

justice and promoting dialogue among diverse groups, contributing to resilience and social 

cohesion (Brockmann, 2017). 

In Argentina, a country with a history of political instability and economic volatility, social 

cohesion is influenced by efforts to address inequality and promote social inclusion. Despite facing 

economic challenges such as inflation and unemployment, Argentina has implemented social 

programs like the Universal Child Allowance (AUH) to alleviate poverty and support vulnerable 

families (Bertranou, 2018). Additionally, Argentina's strong tradition of civil society activism and 

grassroots movements contributes to social cohesion by advocating for human rights, gender 

equality, and social justice (Auyero & Swistun, 2009). 

Shifting focus to a Southeast Asian developing economy like Vietnam, social harmony is 

influenced by cultural values, economic reforms, and social policies. Despite rapid economic 

growth, Vietnam faces challenges such as income inequality and environmental degradation. 

However, initiatives like the National Target Program for Sustainable Poverty Reduction aim to 

lift people out of poverty and reduce disparities between urban and rural areas (Tran et al., 2019). 

Moreover, Vietnam's emphasis on education and skills training, along with its strong sense of 

national identity and collective responsibility, fosters social cohesion and solidarity, contributing 

to the country's socio-economic development (Do & Nguyen, 2018). 

Shifting focus to a Sub-Saharan African economy like Kenya, social harmony is influenced by 

ethnic diversity, political dynamics, and socio-economic disparities. Despite economic growth, 

Kenya grapples with challenges such as corruption, youth unemployment, and inter-ethnic 

tensions. However, initiatives like devolution, which decentralizes power and resources to county 

governments, aim to promote inclusivity and grassroots participation in decision-making 

(Kanyinga & Okello, 2017). Additionally, Kenya's vibrant civil society, media freedom, and active 

citizen engagement contribute to social cohesion by holding authorities accountable and 

advocating for democratic governance (Nyamnjoh, 2019). 

Transitioning to a developing economy like Egypt, social harmony is shaped by a rich historical 

heritage, religious conservatism, and political authoritarianism. Despite economic reforms, Egypt 

grapples with high unemployment rates, particularly among youth, and socio-political tensions. 
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However, grassroots movements and civil society organizations play a vital role in advocating for 

social justice and human rights, fostering a sense of solidarity and collective action (Abdelrahman, 

2018). Additionally, Egypt's cultural traditions, such as extended family networks and community 

support systems, contribute to social cohesion and resilience in the face of economic challenges 

and political uncertainty (Naguib, 2016). 

In Sub-Saharan African economies like Ghana, social cohesion is shaped by cultural diversity, 

traditional governance systems, and colonial legacies. Despite economic growth, Ghana grapples 

with issues such as rural-urban disparities and limited access to healthcare and education. 

However, initiatives like the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) program provide 

cash transfers to vulnerable households, contributing to poverty reduction and social cohesion 

(Badasu & Adanu, 2015). Additionally, Ghana's democratic governance and peaceful transitions 

of power enhance social stability and cohesion, setting it apart from other countries in the region 

(Gyimah-Boadi, 2018). 

In Sub-Saharan African economies, social harmony and cohesion are often challenged by factors 

such as ethnic diversity, weak governance, and economic instability. In South Africa, for instance, 

the legacy of apartheid continues to impact social cohesion, with significant disparities in income, 

access to education, and healthcare persisting among different racial groups. However, initiatives 

like Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) policies seek to address these disparities by promoting 

economic inclusion and empowerment of historically disadvantaged groups (Hlatshwayo & 

Fourie, 2011). Similarly, in Nigeria, efforts to foster social cohesion include programs aimed at 

promoting interethnic dialogue and reconciliation to mitigate conflicts arising from ethnic tensions 

(Isiugo-Abanihe, 2012). 

Confucian ethical principles and teachings revolve around the concept of harmony, both within 

the individual and in society. One of the central tenets is Ren, often translated as "benevolence" or 

"humaneness," which emphasizes the cultivation of virtuous relationships and compassion towards 

others (Ames & Rosemont, 2014). Ren promotes empathy and kindness, fostering social cohesion 

by encouraging individuals to prioritize the well-being of others and maintain harmonious 

interactions in their communities. Another key principle is Li, which encompasses ritual propriety, 

etiquette, and social norms. Li emphasizes the importance of proper conduct and respect for 

hierarchical relationships, contributing to the maintenance of social order and stability (Confucius, 

1997). 

Furthermore, Confucian teachings underscore the significance of Filial Piety (Xiao), which 

emphasizes respect for one's parents and ancestors. Xiao fosters family harmony and cohesion by 

emphasizing the importance of familial obligations and the transmission of moral values from one 

generation to the next (Ivanhoe, 2000). By honoring and caring for one's elders, individuals 

contribute to the preservation of familial bonds and social stability. Additionally, Confucianism 

emphasizes the concept of Junzi, or the "gentleman" or "noble person," who embodies moral 

integrity, humility, and self-cultivation. The Junzi serves as a role model for others, inspiring 

emulation and contributing to the cultivation of virtuous behavior and social harmony (Ames & 

Rosemont, 2014). 
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Problem Statement 

In contemporary China, the influence of Confucian ethics on social harmony remains a topic of 

significant scholarly inquiry and societal relevance. While Confucianism has historically played a 

pivotal role in shaping Chinese society, its impact on modern social dynamics, particularly in the 

context of rapid socio-economic transformation and globalization, is a subject of debate. Despite 

the Chinese government's promotion of traditional values, including Confucian principles, as a 

means to foster social cohesion and stability, questions persist regarding the extent to which 

Confucian ethics resonate with contemporary Chinese citizens and contribute to social harmony 

in a rapidly changing society. 

Recent studies have highlighted the complex interplay between Confucian ethics and various 

socio-cultural, political, and economic factors shaping contemporary China. For instance, research 

by Xu (2019) suggests that while Confucian values such as filial piety and social hierarchy 

continue to influence familial and interpersonal relationships, they may also conflict with the 

aspirations of younger generations striving for individual autonomy and social mobility in an 

increasingly meritocratic society. Additionally, Li and Wong (2021) argue that the revival of 

Confucianism in China's official discourse serves not only as a cultural resource for promoting 

social cohesion but also as a tool for political legitimacy and control, raising questions about the 

authenticity and effectiveness of Confucian ethics in fostering genuine social harmony. 

Therefore, the present study seeks to investigate the impact of Confucian ethics on social harmony 

in contemporary China, examining how traditional values intersect with modern realities and the 

implications for social cohesion, interpersonal relationships, and governance. By exploring the 

perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors of diverse societal actors, including policymakers, scholars, 

and ordinary citizens, this research aims to provide nuanced insights into the role of Confucianism 

in shaping the socio-cultural landscape of contemporary China and its implications for fostering 

harmonious societal relations in the 21st century. 

Theoretical Framework 

Confucianism and Social Harmony 

Originating from the teachings of Confucius in ancient China, Confucianism emphasizes moral 

cultivation, social hierarchy, and ethical behavior as essential components for achieving social 

harmony. Confucian ethics prioritize virtues such as benevolence, filial piety, and propriety, which 

are believed to foster harmonious relationships within society (Huang, 2018). This theory is highly 

relevant to the topic as it provides insights into how Confucian values continue to shape social 

norms and interpersonal interactions in contemporary China, influencing behaviors and attitudes 

that contribute to social cohesion and stability. 

Modernization Theory and Confucianism 

Modernization theory posits that as societies undergo economic development and modernization, 

traditional cultural values and practices may either adapt or erode. In the case of China, Confucian 

ethics have experienced a revival in the context of rapid economic growth and social 

transformation (Bell, 2018). This theory is relevant to the topic as it highlights the coexistence of 

Confucian values with modernity in shaping social attitudes and behaviors, influencing 

perceptions of social harmony and contributing to China's unique path of development. 
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Cultural Relativism and Confucian Ethics 

Cultural relativism proposes that ethical standards and moral values are culturally determined and 

vary across societies. In the case of China, Confucian ethics provide a cultural framework for 

understanding social harmony and interpersonal relationships that may differ from Western 

perspectives (Xu, 2021). This theory is pertinent to the topic as it acknowledges the cultural 

specificity of Confucian values and their impact on social harmony in contemporary Chinese 

society, highlighting the importance of understanding cultural context in interpreting social 

phenomena. 

Empirical Review 

Li (2017) investigated into the relationship between Confucian values and social harmony in 

contemporary China. Their mixed-methods approach involved administering surveys to gather 

quantitative data on individuals' endorsement of Confucian principles and their corresponding 

levels of prosocial behavior. Additionally, qualitative interviews were conducted to gain deeper 

insights into how Confucian ethics resonate within Chinese society and influence interpersonal 

dynamics. Through rigorous analysis, the study unveiled a compelling correlation between 

individuals who embraced Confucian values and their propensity for altruistic actions, contributing 

to enhanced social cohesion and harmony. These findings underscored the enduring relevance of 

Confucian teachings in shaping social norms and fostering a sense of community among Chinese 

citizens. 

Wang and Leung (2018) explored of the impact of Confucian cultural norms on social cohesion 

across different epochs in contemporary China. Leveraging survey data collected over multiple 

years, the study tracked changes in individuals' adherence to Confucian principles and their 

perceptions of societal harmony. By employing sophisticated statistical analyses, the researchers 

uncovered a consistent pattern wherein greater adherence to Confucian values was associated with 

heightened perceptions of social cohesion and collective well-being among Chinese society. This 

longitudinal perspective provided invaluable insights into the enduring influence of Confucian 

ethics on the fabric of Chinese society, illuminating the role of cultural heritage in shaping 

contemporary social dynamics. 

Yang and Yuen (2019) explored the intricate interplay between Confucian teachings and social 

cohesion within Chinese communities. Through extensive interviews and thematic analysis, the 

study delved into how Confucian values are internalized and enacted in everyday interactions, 

shaping interpersonal relationships and community bonds. The findings revealed a rich tapestry of 

Confucian ethics permeating various aspects of social life, from family dynamics to communal 

rituals. By elucidating the subtle nuances of Confucian influence on social behavior, this 

qualitative study provided a nuanced understanding of the mechanisms through which Confucian 

values contribute to the maintenance of social harmony in contemporary China. 

Cheng and Zheng (2020) conducted a comparative analysis to discern how Confucian values 

manifest and exert influence on social cohesion across diverse regions of China. Employing a 

mixed-methods approach, the study examined variations in the prevalence of Confucian ethics and 

their impact on social dynamics in urban and rural contexts. Through quantitative surveys and 

qualitative interviews, the researchers identified contextual factors that shape the expression of 

Confucian values and their implications for social harmony. This comparative perspective shed 
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light on the complex interplay between tradition and modernity in shaping social norms and 

underscored the importance of context-specific approaches to promoting social cohesion in 

contemporary China. 

Liu and Guo (2021) delved into the implications of Confucian ethics for contemporary governance 

and public policy in China. Drawing on insights from political science and public administration, 

their study examined how traditional values, rooted in Confucian teachings, intersect with modern 

governance frameworks. Through a thorough analysis of policy documents and governmental 

practices, the researchers elucidated the ways in which Confucian principles inform decision-

making processes and shape governance outcomes. The findings underscored the enduring 

influence of Confucian ethics on the institutional fabric of Chinese society, highlighting the need 

for policymakers to integrate traditional values into governance strategies to foster social harmony 

and collective well-being. 

Zhang (2022) adopted a mixed-methods approach to unravel the intricate nexus between 

Confucian values and interpersonal trust among Chinese youth. Their study combined quantitative 

surveys to measure individuals' exposure to Confucian teachings with experimental methods to 

assess levels of trust and cooperation in social interactions. By triangulating findings from multiple 

data sources, the researchers provided a comprehensive understanding of the mechanisms through 

which Confucian ethics shape social behavior and interpersonal relationships among the younger 

generation. These insights have significant implications for efforts to cultivate social cohesion and 

harmony in contemporary Chinese society, underscoring the importance of fostering a cultural 

environment that nurtures trust and mutual respect. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted a desk methodology. A desk study research design is commonly known as 

secondary data collection. This is basically collecting data from existing resources preferably 

because of its low-cost advantage as compared to field research. Our current study looked into 

already published studies and reports as the data was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

FINDINGS 

The results were analyzed into various research gap categories that is conceptual, contextual and 

methodological gaps 

Conceptual Gap: While the studies collectively shed light on the relationship between Confucian 

values and social cohesion in contemporary China, there remains a conceptual gap in 

understanding the nuanced mechanisms through which Confucian ethics influence social behavior. 

While Li (2017) and Yang and Yuen (2019) provide insights into the broad impact of Confucian 

teachings on altruistic actions and interpersonal relationships, respectively, there is a need for 

research that delves deeper into specific Confucian principles and their implications for various 

aspects of social life. A study that systematically examines the role of key Confucian virtues such 

as filial piety, loyalty, and benevolence in shaping social norms and behaviors could provide a 

more nuanced understanding of Confucian ethics and their impact on contemporary Chinese 

society. 
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Contextual Gap: Although the studies offer valuable insights into the influence of Confucian 

values on social cohesion in China, there is a contextual gap in understanding how these dynamics 

vary across different regions and social contexts within the country. While Cheng and Zheng 

(2020) explore regional variations in the prevalence of Confucian ethics and their impact on social 

dynamics in urban and rural areas, there is limited research on how Confucian values intersect 

with other cultural, economic, and political factors to shape social cohesion in diverse 

communities. A study that examines the intersectionality of Confucian values with factors such as 

urbanization, globalization, and socioeconomic development could provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of the contextual nuances of Confucian influence on social cohesion in 

contemporary China. 

Geographical Gap: Although the studies provide insights into the influence of Confucian values 

on social cohesion within Chinese communities, there is a geographical gap in understanding how 

these dynamics extend beyond China's borders. While Li (2017), Wang and Leung (2018), and 

Liu and Guo (2021) focus on the impact of Confucian ethics within China, there is limited research 

on how Confucian values influence social cohesion in Chinese diaspora communities and 

neighboring countries with significant Chinese populations. A comparative study that examines 

the adaptation and transmission of Confucian values in different cultural and geographical contexts 

could provide valuable insights into the global relevance of Confucian ethics and their implications 

for social cohesion beyond China's borders. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

In conclusion, the impact of Confucian ethics on social harmony in contemporary China remains 

a subject of considerable debate and exploration. While Confucian values such as filial piety, 

respect for authority, and social hierarchy have historically played a significant role in shaping 

Chinese society, their influence in modern times has been subject to various interpretations and 

adaptations. On one hand, proponents argue that Confucian ethics continue to underpin China's 

emphasis on social order, stability, and collective welfare, contributing to the country's rapid 

economic development and social cohesion. On the other hand, critics contend that Confucian 

values may reinforce authoritarianism, inequality, and social conformity, limiting individual 

freedoms and diversity of thought. 

In contemporary China, the revival of Confucianism as a state-sponsored ideology, coupled with 

efforts to promote traditional values and moral education, reflects the government's attempts to 

bolster social cohesion and legitimacy. However, the implementation of Confucian-inspired 

policies and initiatives has been met with mixed reactions from the public, with some embracing 

them as a source of cultural identity and social stability, while others view them as attempts to 

suppress dissent and promote ideological conformity. Ultimately, the impact of Confucian ethics 

on social harmony in contemporary China is multifaceted, influenced by complex interactions 

between tradition and modernity, state control and societal change, and competing visions of the 

country's future trajectory. As China continues to navigate its path of economic reform, social 

transformation, and global engagement, the role of Confucian values in shaping the country's social 

fabric and governance practices will likely remain a subject of ongoing inquiry and debate. 
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Recommendations 

Theory 

Further research is needed to explore the nuanced ways in which Confucian ethics contribute to 

social harmony in contemporary China. Scholars should conduct comparative studies that examine 

how Confucian values intersect with modern governance structures and societal norms, shedding 

light on the mechanisms through which Confucian ethics promote social cohesion and stability. 

Additionally, theoretical frameworks should be developed to integrate Confucian insights with 

contemporary theories of social harmony, offering new perspectives on the role of traditional 

values in shaping modern societies. 

Practice 

In practical terms, efforts should be made to incorporate Confucian principles into educational 

curricula and public discourse, fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of Confucian 

ethics among Chinese citizens. Schools and universities should integrate Confucian teachings into 

their moral education programs, emphasizing virtues such as filial piety, benevolence, and 

righteousness. Moreover, community-based initiatives should be established to promote 

Confucian values and traditions, fostering a sense of collective responsibility and social solidarity 

among diverse segments of society. 

Policy 

From a policy perspective, government agencies should consider integrating Confucian values into 

policymaking processes, particularly in areas related to social welfare, justice, and governance. 

Policies should be designed to incentivize behaviors that align with Confucian ideals, such as 

promoting filial piety through eldercare subsidies or fostering a culture of civility and respect in 

public spaces. Additionally, policymakers should engage with Confucian scholars and 

practitioners to develop innovative policy solutions that draw on traditional wisdom while 

addressing contemporary social challenges. By leveraging the insights of Confucian ethics, 

policymakers can contribute to the cultivation of a harmonious and cohesive society in 

contemporary China. 
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