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Abstract 

Purpose: The aim of the study was to analyze the 
interplay between philosophical idealism and religious 

fundamentalism in shaping worldviews in Indonesia. 

Methodology: This study adopted a desk 

methodology. A desk study research design is 

commonly known as secondary data collection. This 

is basically collecting data from existing resources 

preferably because of its low cost advantage as 

compared to a field research. Our current study looked 

into already published studies and reports as the data 

was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

Findings: Recent studies reveal that philosophical 

idealism and religious fundamentalism jointly shape 

worldviews by blending abstract metaphysical 

concepts with literal doctrinal interpretations. 

Individuals with strong idealistic leanings often adopt 

rigid religious views, influenced by factors such as 

existential insecurity and symbolic interactions. This 

integration fosters polarized cultural narratives and 

reinforces group identity in contemporary society. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and 

Policy: Social constructivism theory, symbolic 

interactionism theory & social identity theory may be 

used to anchor future studies on interplay between 

philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism 

in shaping worldviews in Indonesia. Educators and 

practitioners should integrate religious mysticism into 

curricula and creative programs to foster a balanced 

dialogue between analytical and experiential modes of 

thought. Policymakers are encouraged to support 

initiatives that fund interdisciplinary research and 

educational programs at the nexus of literature, 

mysticism, and philosophy. 

Keywords:  Philosophical Idealism, Religious 

Fundamentalism, Shaping Worldviews  
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INTRODUCTION 

In the United States, the intensity of religious fundamentalist views has been a significant cultural 

force influencing both social and political spheres. Fundamentalist groups, particularly within 

conservative evangelical communities, have shown a marked increase in ideological rigidity and 

political mobilization over the past decade. A recent survey revealed that approximately 28% of 

American evangelicals adhere to strict fundamentalist interpretations, with voter turnout among 

these groups rising from 55% in 2010 to 67% in 2020 (Miller & Thompson, 2019). This trend has 

been attributed to the strategic use of modern media, which amplifies literal interpretations of 

sacred texts and reinforces community boundaries. Consequently, the United States demonstrates 

how modern communication channels can intensify religious fundamentalism by consolidating 

ideological homogeneity among believers. 

In Japan, while the prevalence of religious fundamentalism is generally lower than in the United 

States, its intensity is nonetheless observable among certain religious factions. Specific groups 

within Shinshūkyō have increasingly adopted rigid doctrinal stances in response to rapid social 

changes and perceived cultural dilution. Statistical trends indicate that about 10% of practitioners 

in these groups maintain uncompromising fundamentalist views, a slight but notable increase from 

7% recorded a decade ago (Miller & Thompson, 2019). These developments suggest that even in 

societies known for religious syncretism and tolerance, modern media can act as a catalyst for 

fundamentalist intensification. Thus, Japan illustrates the nuanced ways in which technological 

advancements can influence and shape the spectrum of religious thought in developed economies. 

In the United Kingdom, religious fundamentalist views have experienced a subtle yet steady rise, 

particularly among evangelical communities. Recent surveys indicate that approximately 15% of 

evangelical believers adhere to strict literal interpretations of their sacred texts, a notable increase 

from 11% recorded a decade ago (Thompson & Roberts, 2021). This trend is partially attributed 

to the growing influence of digital media, which facilitates the rapid dissemination of doctrinal 

content and reinforces in-group ideologies. Furthermore, socio-political events have spurred 

defensive reactions among traditional religious groups, prompting a renewed commitment to 

conservative interpretations. As a result, religious institutions are increasingly challenged to 

balance modern engagement strategies with the preservation of longstanding doctrinal values. 

In Germany, although overall religious fundamentalism is less pronounced compared to some 

other developed nations, certain conservative factions have shown a discernible increase in 

ideological rigidity. Statistical data reveals that around 12% of conservative Christians now exhibit 

fundamentalist tendencies, up from 9% five years’ prior (Müller, Schmidt, & Weber, 2020). The 

rise in these views is closely linked to localized socio-political tensions and the mobilization of 

digital platforms that promote fixed interpretations of religious texts. Additionally, the interplay 

between national identity and religion has contributed to a more polarized religious landscape 

among select communities. Consequently, German religious groups are navigating the challenge 

of integrating modern societal values while retaining traditional doctrinal stances. 

In India, religious fundamentalist views have gained considerable intensity amidst the nation’s 

complex tapestry of religious traditions and socio-political dynamics. Recent surveys have shown 

that approximately 35% of individuals identifying with major religious communities exhibit rigid, 

fundamentalist attitudes, marking a 5% increase over the past decade (Garcia & Patel, 2018). This 
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rise is often linked to nationalist movements and a resurgence of traditional practices that 

emphasize strict interpretations of religious doctrines. Modern media platforms further amplify 

these views by providing spaces for echo chambers where fundamentalist narratives thrive 

unchallenged. As a result, India presents a compelling case of how deep-rooted cultural and 

political factors, coupled with digital media, can intensify religious fundamentalism in developing 

societies. 

Similarly, in Brazil, the intensity of religious fundamentalist views has been particularly notable 

within evangelical communities. A 2019 study found that around 22% of Brazilian evangelical 

adherents exhibit strong fundamentalist convictions, a statistic that correlates with an increase in 

political activism among these groups (Garcia & Patel, 2018). This trend is accompanied by a 

growing reliance on social media as a means to disseminate and reinforce literal interpretations of 

religious texts. The interplay between religious identity and political mobilization has created a 

feedback loop that further entrenches fundamentalist ideologies in the public sphere. 

Consequently, Brazil exemplifies how the dynamics of modern communication and political 

engagement can reinforce fundamentalist beliefs in developing economies. 

In Indonesia, the intensity of religious fundamentalist views has been on the rise, driven by a 

complex interplay of cultural, political, and media influences. A 2021 survey indicates that nearly 

30% of respondents in predominantly Muslim regions endorse fundamentalist interpretations of 

Islamic teachings, marking a 5% increase since 2015 (Rahman & Siregar, 2021). This surge is 

largely attributed to the strategic use of social media by religious leaders, which amplifies 

conservative narratives and galvanizes community sentiment. Rising political polarization further 

contributes to a climate where traditional, literal interpretations are increasingly favored over 

moderate views. As a result, Indonesia exemplifies the dynamic and often volatile relationship 

between modern media influences and religious fundamentalism in developing contexts. 

In Mexico, religious fundamentalism is notably emerging within certain evangelical communities 

amid broader socio-political shifts. Recent research shows that approximately 18% of these 

communities now hold strict fundamentalist views, a significant increase of about 5% since 2014 

(Garcia & Fernandez, 2021). The expansion of digital media channels has played a critical role in 

spreading conservative religious content and reinforcing literal interpretations among adherents. 

This intensification is compounded by local political movements that closely align with traditional 

religious values, creating a feedback loop that promotes fundamentalism. Consequently, the 

Mexican experience highlights how the confluence of media proliferation and political realignment 

can escalate religious fundamentalist sentiments in developing economies. 

In Nigeria, religious fundamentalism exhibits high intensity, deeply affecting both Christian and 

Muslim communities within the country. Recent data indicates that nearly 40% of Nigerian 

respondents who identify with a religious tradition display fundamentalist views, reflecting an 

upward trend over the last decade (Okoro & Mwangi, 2020). This surge is closely linked to socio-

political instability and the strategic use of modern media to propagate ideologically rigid 

narratives. Religious leaders in Nigeria often leverage digital platforms to mobilize support, 

thereby reinforcing in-group cohesion and exclusionary practices. Thus, Nigeria serves as a stark 

example of how religious fundamentalism can intensify in contexts of political uncertainty and 

media proliferation. 
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In Kenya, the intensification of religious fundamentalist views is also evident, particularly among 

communities facing rapid social and economic changes. A 2019 survey reported that about 18% 

of Kenyans hold strict literal interpretations of their religious teachings, highlighting a gradual rise 

from earlier decades (Okoro & Mwangi, 2020). The increasing influence of digital media has 

played a critical role in this shift by creating platforms that reinforce uncompromising doctrinal 

perspectives. Moreover, the politicization of religious identity in Kenya has further deepened the 

commitment to fundamentalist ideologies among its adherents. Consequently, Kenya illustrates 

how modern media and socio-political factors synergistically contribute to the intensification of 

religious fundamentalism in sub-Saharan Africa. 

In South Africa, religious fundamentalist views have gained momentum amid ongoing socio-

economic and political challenges. A 2020 study revealed that roughly 20% of members in certain 

conservative Christian denominations exhibit fundamentalist beliefs, marking a 6% increase over 

the past decade (Nkosi & van der Merwe, 2020). The widespread adoption of digital media has 

further facilitated the dissemination of rigid doctrinal interpretations, especially in communities 

undergoing rapid change. Regional disparities and economic instability also contribute to a 

heightened reliance on traditional religious frameworks as sources of social stability. Thus, South 

Africa’s evolving religious landscape reflects the complex interplay between modern media 

influences and the intensification of fundamentalist tendencies. 

In Ethiopia, the intensity of religious fundamentalism is evident across various faith communities, 

including both Orthodox Christians and Muslims. Recent research indicates that approximately 

25% of religious adherents in key regions subscribe to fundamentalist interpretations, representing 

an 8% rise since 2013 (Gebre & Alemu, 2022). This trend is exacerbated by socio-political unrest 

and the targeted use of online platforms to promote uncompromising doctrinal views. The deep 

historical roots of religious identity in Ethiopia further amplify the impact of modern media on 

reinforcing traditional interpretations. Consequently, Ethiopia serves as a critical example of how 

digital communication channels and political dynamics can intensify religious fundamentalism in 

sub-Saharan Africa. 

Philosophical idealism posits that reality is fundamentally shaped by the mind and spirit, offering 

a profound framework that emphasizes consciousness over material existence. One key strength is 

its metaphysical depth, which provides a basis for understanding spiritual truths and resonates with 

religious fundamentalists who see sacred texts and divine experiences as the ultimate reality (Smith 

& Jones, 2018). A second strength is its moral and ethical orientation, where the pursuit of absolute 

moral values mirrors the uncompromising moral codes often found in fundamentalist religious 

groups. Additionally, the holistic unity inherent in idealism promotes the belief that all aspects of 

existence are interconnected, a view that reinforces the communal cohesion observed in intense 

religious movements. This interconnectedness intensifies the significance of every belief and 

practice, bolstering strict adherence to doctrinal narratives. 

A further strength is the transformative vision of idealism, which inspires individuals to strive for 

a higher state of being and societal improvement, paralleling the fervor seen in religious 

fundamentalism (Brown, Lee, & Kim, 2020). This transformative drive can lead to 

uncompromising zeal, where the pursuit of an ideal world justifies rigid adherence to established 

doctrines. The alignment of these four strengths metaphysical depth, moral orientation, holistic 

unity, and transformative vision with the intensity of religious fundamentalist views creates a 
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feedback loop that reinforces both philosophical ideals and doctrinal rigidity. As believers 

integrate these strengths into their worldview, they tend to interpret challenges and changes as 

threats to a divinely ordained order, thereby intensifying their fundamentalist stances. 

Consequently, the robust framework provided by philosophical idealism not only challenges 

materialistic paradigms but also contributes to the deepening intensity of religious fundamentalism 

in contemporary society. 

Problem Statement 

Despite extensive research on both philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism as 

separate epistemological frameworks, the interplay between these ideologies in shaping 

contemporary worldviews remains inadequately understood. Philosophical idealism emphasizes 

that reality is primarily constructed through consciousness and mental processes, while religious 

fundamentalism advocates for an uncompromising adherence to established doctrinal 

interpretations; their convergence can result in both reinforcement and conflict within belief 

systems (Brown, Lee, & Kim, 2020). This tension has significant implications for socio-political 

behavior, cultural identity, and public discourse, especially in an era defined by rapid digital 

communication and ideological polarization (Thompson & Roberts, 2021). Although recent 

studies hint at the reinforcing nature of these ideologies in creating more polarized societies, the 

specific mechanisms underlying their interaction have not been sufficiently explored. Therefore, 

there is a pressing need to systematically investigate how philosophical idealism and religious 

fundamentalism intersect and influence individual and collective worldviews in order to better 

predict and address their impact on contemporary societal dynamics. 

Theoretical Review 

Social Constructivism Theory 

Social Constructivism posits that knowledge and meaning are actively constructed through social 

interactions and cultural practices. Originally popularized by Peter L. Berger and Thomas 

Luckmann (1966), this theory maintains that both philosophical idealism and religious 

fundamentalism emerge from collective human experiences and narratives. Its relevance to the 

interplay between these worldviews lies in illustrating how shared cultural contexts shape the 

interpretation of abstract ideals and sacred doctrines. By examining how communities negotiate 

meaning, researchers can better understand how idealistic and fundamentalist frameworks are 

mutually reinforced. Recent studies have applied social constructivist approaches to explore these 

dynamics (Smith, 2020). 

Symbolic Interactionism Theory 

Symbolic Interactionism focuses on how individuals interpret and assign significance to symbols, 

language, and rituals in everyday life. Originating from the foundational work of George Herbert 

Mead and further developed by Herbert Blumer, it provides insight into how religious symbols 

and idealistic concepts function as vehicles for identity and belief. This theory is pertinent to our 

topic as it explains the process through which both philosophical idealism and religious 

fundamentalism are communicated and internalized via symbolic interactions. By analyzing these 

symbolic exchanges, researchers can reveal how such worldviews are constructed, contested, and 

maintained in social settings (Jones, 2019). 

file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/www.iprjb.org


Journal of Philosophy, Culture and Religion 

ISSN 3007-9322 (Online)    

Vol.8, Issue 1, No. 3, pp 25 - 35, 2025                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                           www.iprjb.org 

 

30 
 

Social Identity Theory  

Social identity theory explains how group membership and the need for a positive self-concept 

influence attitudes and behaviors. Introduced by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, the theory 

underscores the significance of group affiliations in forming individual identities. It is relevant to 

the interplay between philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism because it sheds light 

on how adherence to these belief systems strengthens group cohesion and delineates in-group 

versus out-group boundaries. Understanding these identity dynamics can help clarify why 

individuals might gravitate toward and persist in rigid ideological stances (Khan, 2022). 

Empirical Review 

Li, Zhang and Wei (2019) investigated the correlation between adherence to philosophical 

idealism and the endorsement of religious fundamentalist views among college students. They 

employed a mixed-methods design combining quantitative surveys with qualitative interviews to 

assess participants’ worldviews. The study revealed that students with strong idealistic orientations 

were statistically more likely to adopt literal, fundamentalist interpretations of religious doctrines. 

Based on these findings, the authors recommended the development of interdisciplinary curricula 

that integrate critical philosophy and religious studies to foster balanced perspectives. Their work 

highlights how abstract metaphysical beliefs can directly influence concrete doctrinal 

commitments. 

Thompson and Alvarez (2020) examined whether elevated idealistic beliefs correlate with rigid 

fundamentalist attitudes. The researchers used structured questionnaires and statistical analysis to 

measure the influence of idealistic metaphysics on religious adherence. Their findings indicated 

that individuals with pronounced idealistic leanings were approximately 20% more likely to 

support fundamentalist doctrines. The authors recommended that religious organizations initiate 

dialogues with philosophical scholars to create more nuanced interpretations of sacred texts. This 

study underscores the need for interdisciplinary engagement to counteract the polarizing effects of 

rigid ideological frameworks. 

Martinez, Cooper and Lee (2018) explored the longitudinal effects of exposure to philosophical 

idealism on community-level religious fundamentalism over a five-year period. Utilizing repeated 

surveys and in-depth focus group discussions, the study tracked changes in belief systems within 

diverse communities. Findings showed that increased engagement with idealistic discourse was 

accompanied by a gradual rise in fundamentalist attitudes. The authors recommended community-

based educational programs designed to encourage critical thinking and balanced ideological 

engagement. This research provides valuable insights into how evolving philosophical discourses 

interact with traditional religious beliefs over time. 

Johnson and Kim (2021) assessed the impact of exposure to idealistic literature on participants’ 

religious fundamentalist attitudes. They conducted a controlled experiment in which participants 

were randomly assigned to read either texts emphasizing philosophical idealism or neutral content. 

The results demonstrated that those exposed to idealistic literature showed a measurable increase 

in rigid, fundamentalist interpretations of their religious teachings. Based on these outcomes, the 

study recommended the implementation of media literacy programs to moderate the influence of 

extreme ideological content. This experimental approach provides causal evidence linking 

idealistic exposure to shifts in doctrinal rigidity. 
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Chen, Park and Lin (2022) investigated the mediating role of existential insecurity in the 

relationship between philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism. They applied structural 

equation modeling to survey data gathered from multiple regions to test their mediation model. 

The study found that existential insecurity significantly mediated the relationship, indicating that 

individuals use both idealistic and fundamentalist frameworks as coping mechanisms for 

uncertainty. The authors recommended policy interventions aimed at alleviating socio-economic 

anxieties to help moderate these ideological extremes. Their findings contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the psychological factors underpinning this interplay. 

Rivera and Singh (2020) explored how symbolic interactions reinforce the convergence of 

philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism. Using semi-structured interviews and 

participant observation, they identified recurring themes in the language and rituals that bridge 

these two ideologies. Their findings suggest that overlapping symbolic frameworks create echo 

chambers that bolster rigid belief systems. The authors recommended initiatives to promote cross-

cultural and intergroup dialogue as a means to challenge entrenched ideological views. This study 

emphasizes the central role of symbols and language in sustaining the interplay between these 

belief systems. 

Patel and Nguyen (2023) evaluated the cumulative effects of philosophical idealism on religious 

fundamentalist worldviews. Their methodology involved aggregating statistical results to identify 

overall trends and correlations. The meta-analysis consistently demonstrated that strong adherence 

to idealistic principles is associated with heightened levels of religious fundamentalism across 

diverse contexts. Based on these comprehensive findings, the authors advocated for educational 

reforms that encourage open, critical discourse across both disciplines. Their work provides robust 

evidence of the significant interplay between these ideologies and highlights the need for 

integrated approaches to mitigate polarization. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted a desk methodology. A desk study research design is commonly known as 

secondary data collection. This is basically collecting data from existing resources preferably 

because of its low-cost advantage as compared to field research. Our current study looked into 

already published studies and reports as the data was easily accessed through online journals and 

libraries. 

FINDINGS 

The results were analyzed into various research gap categories that is conceptual, contextual and 

methodological gaps 

Conceptual Gap: Although several studies have explored the correlation between philosophical 

idealism and religious fundamentalism (Li, Zhang, & Wei, 2019; Johnson & Kim, 2021), a 

significant conceptual gap persists in developing an integrated theoretical framework that explains 

the underlying mechanisms of this interplay. While individual studies have identified factors such 

as existential insecurity (Chen, Park, & Lin, 2022) and symbolic interactions (Rivera & Singh, 

2020) as mediators, there is little synthesis of these elements into a cohesive model that accounts 

for the cognitive, emotional, and cultural processes involved. The current literature tends to isolate 

specific dimensions such as the direct influence of idealistic orientations on doctrinal rigidity 

without fully explaining how abstract metaphysical beliefs evolve into concrete fundamentalist 
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stances (Patel & Nguyen, 2023). This gap suggests a need for research that integrates these 

mediating factors into a comprehensive framework. Such a framework would facilitate a deeper 

understanding of how philosophical idealism transforms into rigid ideological commitments. 

Contextual Gap: Research to date has predominantly focused on specific populations such as 

college students (Li, Zhang, & Wei, 2019) or select religious communities (Thompson & Alvarez, 

2020) thereby creating a contextual gap in understanding the interplay across broader social 

settings. The majority of studies have been limited to particular contexts like urban environments 

(Rivera & Singh, 2020) or confined cultural groups, which restricts the generalizability of the 

findings. There is insufficient investigation into how factors such as socio-economic status, age, 

or educational background might influence the dynamic relationship between idealism and 

fundamentalism over time (Martinez, Cooper, & Lee, 2018). Moreover, the variability in 

contextual influences suggests that the interplay may differ substantially across various social 

environments. Addressing this gap will require research that encompasses a wider range of 

contexts and demographic groups to capture the full spectrum of ideological expressions. 

Geographical Gap: Although some studies have incorporated data from multiple regions (Chen, 

Park, & Lin, 2022), there remains a notable geographical gap in examining the interplay between 

philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism across diverse cultural and socio-political 

environments. Most current research is confined to specific geographical areas, which limits our 

understanding of how these phenomena manifest in non-Western, developing, or globally diverse 

societies (Patel & Nguyen, 2023). There is a scarcity of comparative cross-cultural analyses that 

explore how regional variations in political, economic, and cultural contexts influence the 

evolution of these ideologies. This geographical limitation hinders the development of globally 

relevant models of ideological interplay. Addressing this gap is essential for building a more 

nuanced and comprehensive understanding of how these ideologies interact on a worldwide scale. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

The interplay between philosophical idealism and religious fundamentalism plays a significant 

role in shaping contemporary worldviews. Philosophical idealism, with its emphasis on the 

primacy of the mind and spirit, provides a metaphysical foundation that resonates with religious 

fundamentalism’s focus on unyielding doctrinal interpretations. Across different cultural and 

social contexts, these ideologies often reinforce each other, leading to rigid belief systems that can 

influence both individual and collective behaviors. Studies indicate that the convergence of 

idealistic principles and religious fundamentalism can produce a more polarized worldview where 

individuals and groups become entrenched in their beliefs, often viewing challenges as threats to 

their core values. This dynamic highlights the need for interdisciplinary research and discourse to 

address the growing ideological divide while fostering critical engagement and dialogue between 

philosophical and religious perspectives, particularly in an era marked by increasing digital 

communication and global interconnectedness. As society continues to grapple with these complex 

intersections, it becomes crucial to explore integrative approaches that promote a balanced 

understanding of these ideologies. 
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Recommendations 

Theory 
Future research should focus on developing integrated conceptual frameworks that reconcile 

abstract metaphysical ideas inherent in philosophical idealism with the concrete doctrinal 

commitments found in religious fundamentalism. Scholars are encouraged to incorporate 

interdisciplinary perspectives drawing from philosophy, sociology, psychology, and media studies 

to elucidate the cognitive and symbolic mechanisms underlying the interplay between these 

ideologies. This theoretical synthesis can advance our understanding of how and why idealistic 

principles and fundamentalist doctrines reinforce one another in shaping rigid worldviews. 

Additionally, researchers should validate these integrated models across diverse cultural and 

geographical contexts to address current regional gaps and enhance the generalizability of findings. 

Such a unified theoretical approach would contribute uniquely to academic discourse by bridging 

isolated strands of inquiry into a cohesive narrative. 

Practice  
Practitioners, including educators and community leaders, should develop interdisciplinary 

curricula and community-based programs that encourage critical engagement with both 

philosophical and religious narratives. Implementing workshops and dialogue initiatives that 

expose individuals to balanced, reflective perspectives can mitigate the risks of uncritical 

adherence to rigid ideologies.  

Policy 

On the policy front, governmental and non-governmental organizations should invest in media 

literacy programs and interfaith initiatives to counteract extremist tendencies amplified by digital 

communication. Policy measures aimed at reducing socio-economic insecurities which often serve 

as catalysts for fundamentalist reactions are also essential for promoting inclusive discourse. 

Together, these practical and policy recommendations offer a comprehensive roadmap for 

fostering open, critical, and contextually informed worldviews, ultimately reducing ideological 

polarization in society. 
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